
From the Principal
Number 19                 13th December, 2017

KEY DATES

Wednesday, 13th December 
Term 4 Classes Conclude

Thursday, 14th December 
Years 7-11 Parent / Teacher 
Interviews

Friday, 15th December 
Staff Day

Thursday, 25th January, 2018 
College Office Open

Tuesday, 30th January, 2018 
Term 1 Commences for  
Years 7, 11 and 12 and Peer 
Support Leaders

Wednesday, 31st January, 2018 
Term 1 Commences for  
Years 8-10

Friday, 2nd February, 2018 
College Swimming Carnival

Tuesday, 7th February, 2018 
College Swimming Carnival

Please visit our College Website 
for further Calendar information:

http://stpatsdundas.catholic.edu.
au/calendar-of-events
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Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends,
Outstanding HSC results for our 2017 cohort. As I write this final newsletter we have 
just received our HSC results finishing with a ranking of 140 improving on our 2016 ranking. 
Annabelle Alam achieved first in the state for Food Technology - a tremendous achievement. 
Four students achieved the distinction of ‘All Rounder’ (all Band 6s); Annabelle Alam, Bill 
Johnson, Tania Otoya and Sarah Popov. With 52 students on the Distinguished Achievers list, 
achieving a Band 6 or a Band E4 in extension subjects, many of whom had 3 or 4 subjects 
listed. I am very proud of the outstanding results we have achieved this year. It is not all about 
band 6s. I have had many conversations with teachers about moving students from band 2 to 
a band 3 or from a band 4 to a band 5. I am very pleased to say that we had 50% of results 
in Bands 5 and 6 and only 13% in the lower 3 bands 1, 2 and 3. I congratulate the students 
for their hard work that has been justly rewarded and our teachers for their dedication and the 
many additional hours they have given in support. We are currently getting ATAR results in and 
we will announce our High Achievers in the New Year.

Annabelle Alam receives her award from 
NSW Premier Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP  
(photo credit: NESA)

This week we enjoyed our Semester Awards evening. It was pleasing to see so many students 
and families in attendance to recognise the achievements of our students across our academic, 
sporting and cultural arenas. We were very privileged to have our Special guest Rachel Neylan, 
an ex-student of the College and a cyclist at the Rio Olympics. Rachel shared with us her 
journey to the Olympics and titled her speech “The Climb Inside”, which she said started when 
she was 4 years old asking her mother the question “Why am I here?”  You could not help but be 
inspired by Rachel’s grit, determination and self-belief to become an Olympian. Perseverance, 
hard work, deep personal reflection, always questioning herself and her motives and all the 
while with a very clear goal in mind along with an amazing willingness to step out of her comfort 
zone, to push herself to the next level. We were drawn into her story, as she openly shared 
her greatest triumphs, overcoming some very challenging moments that for many would have 
ended their dreams. I hope that Rachel’s story will inspire each of us, no matter where we are 
in our life story to set goals, to have a belief in ourselves and to always continue to strive for 
that goal
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I thank Mr Scanlon for his leadership and organisation and the many staff and students involved in making the night such a success. 
I congratulate the many students that have excelled in their academic, sporting and cultural pursuits throughout 2017 and to our 
musicians who performed so beautifully last night. I would like to acknowledge two Year 11 students: Thomas Williamson for his 
behind the scenes technical support and Jacob Taylor who did an outstanding and highly professional job in producing our annual 
2017 video presentation. 
As usual, a letter will be sent to families in January outlining key dates and information to start the year. If you have any queries please 
contact the College by 11.00am Monday the 18th December on 8841 7900.

25th January College Opens
30th January Term 1 Commences for Years 7, 11, 12 and Peer Support Leaders
31st January Term 1 Commences for Years 8, 9 and 10.
2nd February Swimming Carnival
7th February  High Achievers Assembly

Our 2018 School fees have been published on our website. 
Leaders of Learning Pastoral for 2018

Year 7:  Mr Hornby -   jhornby@parra.catholic.edu.au
Year 8:  Mr Shepperd (Term 1-3)  psheppard@parra.catholic.edu.au
   Mr Quigley (Term 4) pquigley@parra.catholic.edu.au
Year 9:   Mr Berner  dberner@parra.catholic.edu.au
Year 10:   Mr Bonora  dbonora@parra.catholic.edu.au
Year 11:   Ms Molllace  cmollace@parra.catholic.edu.au
Year 12:   Mr Belcher  sbelcher@parra.catholic.edu.au

At recent student assemblies, we farewelled the following permanent staff members:  Mrs Whelan and Mr Wondracz who are both 
retiring and Mr Waddell, Ms Lawrence, Ms Drummond and Mr Elias who are moving to new schools.  
We also farewell some temporary staff members: Ms Bonaventura, Mr Obradovic, Mr Doyle, Ms Vulic, Ms Yousif, Mrs Cesamolo, 
and Mrs Lambert.
I take this opportunity to thank Mr Waddell for his leadership. Mr Waddell joined our College in 
2002 as Assistant Principal - Pastoral and Administration and over the years has taken on the 
role of Acting Principal when needed.  
Assistant Principal - Pastoral and Administration is one of great joy and satisfaction when you 
work with young people and families and you can genuinely help them and make a difference. 
The other side of this role is ensuring high standards are maintained. High standards and high 
expectations are key in ensuring success and a positive culture in a school and Mr Waddell has 
worked tirelessly in this area on our behalf. Mr Waddell has been responsible for so many things 
in the school, some you would see many that just happen around you. Each day’s daily notices 
for staff and then students, assemblies, yard duty checks every day including the mornings. 
The buses, recycling , our photo days, enrolments, Champagant Days, Walkathons, student 
vaccinations, assemblies, rolls and absences, parent teacher evenings are but some of the 
many parts of this role. We thank him for his outstanding administration of the College over the 
last 16 years.
Each of these teachers have made significant contributions to their students in their learning spaces, to a wide variety of extra-
curricular activities and to the rich Marist Culture here at the College. We wish them every happiness and success as they begin their 
new journeys.
Congratulations to the community on an outstanding and successful year. We look forward to an exciting 2018 with a theme of 
“Reflect to Grow” in the Year of Youth. 
If you need to contact the College during the holidays, please do so by emailing me at ahay@parra.catholic.edu.au .
Wishing each of you a very happy and holy Christmas.
Mrs Angela Hay
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2017 SCHOOL FEES UPDATE

There are still some outstanding school fees that need to be finalised by families that are not on formal payment plans.  
Please ensure all accounts are up to date before the end of the week.

I have emailed an updated statement to families that are on payment arrangements, if you can continue to make your 
regular payments until finalised.  If you would like a current statement please let me know before Friday.

2018 fees have been published on our website.  

Follow this link to view them  http://www.stpatsdundas.catholic.edu.au/fees  

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me on 9638 5644 or email rwadih@parra.catholic.edu.au

Thank you for your support and cooperation throughout the year.  Wishing you all a wonderful and safe Christmas.

Ms Rolla Wadih
School Fees Administrator

UNIFORM SHOP

The College Office will re-open on Thursday, 25th January, 2018 from 8.30am - 3.00pm.  School bags and hats will be 
available to purchase from the office.  In 2018, the Uniform Shop will be open on Thursdays during the school terms 
where second-hand clothing and sports clothes will be available for purchase.  

 UNIFORM SHOP PRICE LIST:
 Chiro Bag:  $95

 College Backpack: $65

 Sport Bag:  $15

 School Hat:  $15

 Chef Hat:  $5

 Chef apron:  $10

 Replacement Diary: $20

 Replacement ID card: $10

 Calculator:  $25

 SPORT 
 Sport Socks:  $15

 Netball Shirt:  $35

 Netball Skirt:  $35

 Cricket Shirts:  $35

 Soccer Shorts:  $25

 Rugby League Shorts: $25

 Basketball Shorts: $25

YEARBOOK

It was decided earlier this year that to enable the College to depict a complete and substantial story of our scholastic 
year, the printing of the College Yearbook be permanently moved to the next calendar year. This will allow the College 
to include our HSC High Achievers and other notable events that occur towards the end of Term 4.

Therefore, the 2017 Yearbook will be finalised during Term 1, 2018 and scheduled to be delivered to all students by the 
end of term. 

Every child is entitled to receive their own copy of the Yearbook. If your child did not receive their copy of the 2016 
Yearbook they are available for collection from the College Office.  

Mrs C. Le Mottee
Communications
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Pastoral
YEAR 8

On Friday the 17th of November, Year 8 had the chance to attend a surf skills workshop run by Surf Education Australia at 
Manly Beach. When we arrived at the beach we first were split up into 2 groups. One group went into the surf club to learn 
about beach safety and the other group went to shelly beach to complete their beach skills certificate.

In the surf club, what we first learnt about was how rips operate and how to get out of a rip, this was very interesting. The 
next presentation was about DRSABCD and how to protect ourselves and others from harm at the beach. This helped us 
get prepared for the next activity. 

We then went on a walk along the shore to get to shelly beach where we then completed our beach skills certificate. To 
complete the certificate we had to participate in two fun activities. The first activity was a 200 meter swim which was hard 
for some, as we were concentrating too much on beating each other. The second activity was focusing on our floating 
skills. After that, we walked back to Manly beach where we got to enjoy having lunch with our friends. 

Next, we lined up behind rescue boards where row by row, we were taken out by a rip and caught big waves back onto the 
sand. This was a very fun activity as we got to compete it with our friends to see who caught the biggest wave and who got 
back first. For the last activity, we learned how to wade and dolphin dive. To finish off the activity we did some relay races 
against each other in and out of the water. 

This day was an experience we will all remember as it was very fun. We all learnt new skills and enjoyed our friends 
company. 

Katie Collins and Natasha Goldsmith (8 Edwin)

YEAR 10
Harbour Cruise
Year 10 said goodbye to each other for the year on a wonderful Harbour Cruise last Monday. It was great to see the 
culmination of a years’ relationships result in such a wonderful night.  All students did themselves proud and on behalf of 
St Patrick’s Marist College I wish them all a safe and restful Christmas.

Mr D. Berner
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 10
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MARIST WARDROBE

This year, the students of St Patrick’s Marist 
were challenged to contribute to the Marist 180 
Community Wardrobe. Our staff and students 
responded with great enthusiasm. Over 40 bags 
were filled with casual and work clothes intended 
to be distributed to the youth of Western Sydney. 

The wardrobe is run and organised by Marist 
180, a service based branch of the Marist Youth 
Ministry team that operate in Sydney. The clothes 
will go to the Community Wardrobe which serves 
the area out of their Blacktown premises. 

The school will be collecting clothes again next 
year and all students are encouraged to clean out 
their wardrobes and continue to support such a 
worthy cause. 

Furthermore, students can become involved in the many other Marist Youth initiatives that the school will offer 
them next year. 2018 is the Year of Youth - a perfect time for students to demonstrate their pride in being Marist.

Mr D. Moussa
Youth Ministry Facilitator

Key Learning Areas
YEAR 8 BATTLE OF THE BANDS

The annual Year 8 Battle of the Bands competition was held in the La Valla Centre on Thursday, 30th of November. The 
event was a great success with eight talented Year 8 bands performing live music for all Year 7 and 8 students. There 
was an array of musical styles performed by the student bands, from contemporary dance tunes to rock classics like 
‘Eye of the Tiger.’ 

The students put on a brilliant show, demonstrating great confidence, teamwork and musicianship by communicating 
with each other and interacting with the crowd throughout their performance. After the concert, the audience had the 
opportunity to vote for their favourite act via a Google survey. This audience vote was used in conjunction with the 
judges choices, to determine the winning band. 

I am proud to announce that the band ‘The Hissy Fits’ was rewarded with the title of ‘Battle of the Bands 2017 Champions’. 
This band consists of Mark Alam, Marissa Browne, Toby Gott and Jaime Palacio, and they played the song ‘Ain’t It Fun’ 
by Paramore. Congratulations to all students who were involved in this music competition.

Mr Heffernan
Music Teacher
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Sport
2018 COLLEGE SWIMMING CARNIVAL

The 2018 College Swimming Carnival will be held on FRIDAY, 2nd FEBRUARY at the Sydney Aquatic Centre, Homebush. 
Students are reminded that it is a compulsory school event which aims to promote both House and College spirit. 
Students are expected to be at school by 8:30am and will return by approximately 3:15pm.

Students are to wear their full sports uniform to and from the carnival, and are encouraged to bring suitable House theme 
and coloured attire to be worn throughout the day. See your House Captains for ideas on theme appropriate attire.

A reminder that students will need to bring their own lunch as canteen facilities will not be available on the day.

Participation is expected in at least one event, unless a Doctor’s Certificate is provided by Thursday,1st February to Mrs. 
Pavlovich.

Looking forward to a fun and enjoyable day with lots of College and House spirit displayed!

THURSDAY SPORT

All students in Years 7, 8, 9 & 11 have received copies of the 2018 College Thursday Sport Permission Note from 
Homeroom Patrons this week. A reminder that these permission notes MUST be returned by EVERY student before the 
end of the year. Students who do not return their note before Tuesday 6th February 2018 to their Homeroom Patrons will 
be unable to participate in Thursday Sport until the note is returned. Thank you for your assistance in returning the notes.

Mrs D. Pavlovich
Sports Coordinator

Careers
For any help, I will be at the college until 18 December to help you out with your future plans. Just a reminder that we 
subscribe to two fantastic sites with plenty of careers related information, from 

 1.  Discovering careers (testing and profiling)

 2.  Exploring and researching careers (job descriptions, roles) 

 3.  Focusing on your skills and areas of expertise (evaluating)

 4.  Planning your path (Plan A, B and C)

 5.  Deciding what your steps will be! 

 6.  Applying for your courses and the future of your choosing! (Resume’s, Cover letters, TFN’s)

These are:
• StPatsCareers.com (use student secure area for MORE content). Register today using your email address.
• www.jobjump.com.au (use your email address and school code = spd to register)

Ms Lawrence
Careers Advisor
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Year 10 Harbour Cruise
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The first Marist Brothers arrived in Australia on the ‘Star of Peace’ on 21st February, 1872.  On the 8th April, 1872, school commenced  
at St Patrick’s. Our Newsletter is named, ‘Star of Peace’, as it too, hopefully, brings peace and good news to our community.

St Pat’s Got Talent
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Get out there and get involved!

The 1st Ermington Scout Group is now taking new members

into our Thursday evening Scout Secton (ages from 11-14 

years old). We welcome both girls and guys looking for 

something new or diferent to come and give us a try.

We provide fun, games, friendship, training, camaraderie, outdoors and 

other challenging experiences to encourage our members to do their 

best, work with others and prepare them for life. Scouts encourage 

development through youth-led involvement.

Youth are guided by adult Leaders, who undertake a comprehensive 

training program. All Leaders are required to hold a current Working With 

Children Check. You are important to us and we allow our youth the 

chance to socialise and work together in a safe environment.

Our hall is located on the corner of Kissing Point Road and Bartlet Street 

in Ermington. We normally only operate during Public School terms.

Not sure if we are right for you? We can ofer a free 4 week trial to our 

regular weekly meetngs for any youth who is new to

Scoutng and is interested in soining our

Scout Secton. For more informaton about

our Group including our policies and fees,

contact us by visitng our website or check

out our Facebook page to see what

types of actvites we do.

htp://ermingtonscouts.asn.au

htps://www.facebook.com/ErmingtonScouts

Community News


