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What a fantastic couple of weeks here at the College.  Last week we had our Opening 
school Mass.  Our Year 7 students entered with the Year 12 House Leaders and their 
Homeroom Patrons. One of the highlights of our Commencement Mass was the 
presentation of rosary beads and house badges to each Year 7 student to represent 
our Marist call to be more like Mary, a person of prayer and faithfulness and the 
importance of community and belonging. 

I shared with our students that my greatest joy is to share their journey with them. To 
witness the many wonderful things they do each and every day. Their generosity of 
spirit, their kindness and compassion, their respect for each other and their teachers, 
their personal achievements, seeing them laugh and have fun and seeing them give 
it a go.

I encouraged them to avoid mediocrity, to be curious about their learning, to ask 
questions, to ignite deeper learning. The act of questioning, I explained, activates 
the prefrontal cortex also known as the critical thinking part of the brain. The most 
important factor in boosting motivation is the feeling that you have made progress. 
Motivation doesn’t come from nothing; you need to strive, to improve and to feel 
success. I invited our students to “take the initiative and get into the game, not to 
worry about the endpoint, take action and be the hero in their own learning.”

As part of Catholic Schools Week we welcomed over 900 people to our Open Day. I 
was so proud of all of the students (280) and staff that were involved in the afternoon. 
Our staff and students put on some wonderful displays, there were plenty of hands on 
opportunities, our visitors loved the music and drama, dance and gymnastic displays, 
the exciting experiments in Science, a chance to see inside the wonderful work of 
TAS and Creative Arts. There were opportunities to solve maths problems and win 
prizes and so much more. Our Food Technology students created some beautiful 
food to share with our guests and our Hospitality students kept the coffee and hot 
chocolate flowing.

It was wonderful to see students from every year group, demonstrating their talents, 
sharing their passion for their subjects and assisting our visitors with tours around the 
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school The feedback from everyone was how well spoken, friendly, well-mannered and knowledgeable our students all 
were especially our Year 7s after only 5 weeks at the College. I thank the teachers for their contributions, sharing their 
passion for their subject area, organising demonstrations and other fun activities for our visitors. I thank the P&F for 
feeding all of our student helpers and finally thanks to Mr Jason Scanlon and Ms Sarah Hagarty for their organisation 
of Open Day. A reminder we are currently interviewing for 2019 and that enrolments for Year 7 2019 close at the end of 
the term.

Last Friday night was the first round of the CSSA Public Speaking competition. Twelve students and their families, Mrs 
Pett, Ms Gray, Ms Hagarty and I were welcomed by one of our neighbouring schools, Holy Cross Ryde. The competition 
was very strong and I am very proud of all of our participants. 
 Year 7:  Sebeen Chung* and Jaime Camacho
 Year 8:  Grace O’Sullivan* and Hannah Park
 Year 9:  Alexander Bozanic* and Anthony Khatchigian
 Year 10: Eliza Arathoon and Hayden Davis*
 Seniors: Claudia Sobral*, Sophia McCaughan, Emma Gallagher and Jacob Taylor*.

Our best result to date with 6 students (* indicated above) progressing to the next round at John Paul II Schofields this 
Friday night. We wish them all the very best.

Last week, following our Year 7 Parent Information Evening we held our first P&F Meeting and P&F Annual General 
Meeting for the year. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the outgoing P&F Executive members; Paul Grundy 
(President), Leanne Goldsmith (Treasurer) and Helen Gosper (Secretary) and thank them for their hard work and 
support and welcome our new Executive; Chrishani Cogger (President), Sonja Simpson (Vice President), Paul Grundy 
(Treasurer) and Susan Boulous (Secretary). We look forward to a continued strong and productive partnership.

Don’t forget our P&F welcome to new parents on Friday Evening the 16th March. Please send your RSVP to the front 
office. I look forward to seeing you there for a great night.

Last year. I asked staff, students and parents to reflect on the benefits of coeducation. I would like to share one of these 
with you. 

We believe a co-ed school encourages gender equality – that you can hold your own, pursue numerous opportunities 
and interests and be regarded as an equal.  Acknowledging your peers as an equal regardless of gender also fosters 
an atmosphere of respect and inclusiveness.  This in turn may help develop a confidence and belief so when faced with 
situations in adult life when there are issues of gender inequality our students are more likely to speak up because of 
their experience in a co-educational high school.

In this week where we celebrate International Women’s Day, we recognise that as a College we strive each and every 
day to ensure, equity, equality and respect for all regardless, we recognise and strive to uphold the values of International 
Women’s Day:

The ten International Women’s Day values are: • Justice • Dignity • Hope • Equality • Collaboration • Tenacity • Appreciation 
• Respect • Empathy • Forgiveness 

I finish with a prayer for International Women’s Day
Let us pray for all women around the world so that they may be blessed with
The strength to persevere, 
The courage to speak out, 
The vision to seek a renewed ministry, 
The faith to believe in you beyond all systems and institutions, so that your face on earth may be seen in all its 
beauty. 
We call on the holy and courageous women who went before us.
We ask them to intercede for us so we might be given the grace and vision to follow in their footsteps, as we work 
together for the recognition and encouragement of women as witnesses to the joy of the gospel. 
Who are we? 
We are women born of the past generations, we are women present in the here and now, we dream of a future that is 
yet to be. 
Who are we? We are women made up of all nations and all races, we include people from all countries of the world, we 
come from down the road and round the corner. 
Who are we? We represent all cultures and languages, we consist of all ages and abilities, we embrace strangers as 
neighbours. 
Who are we? We are called to be God’s people. Welcoming, embracing, relating, creating, woven together into God’s 
community on earth. 

© Clare McBeath, 2011

Mrs Angela Hay 
Principal
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New Staff
Please welcome the following new staff to the College.  In this issue we introduce Ms Chanel Basha who joins our 
English Department; Mr Peter Tusa, HSIE; Ms Al-Zahab, Technology and Ms Eskander who has joined our Religious 
Education Department.

CHANEL BASHA 
English Teacher 

I am a graduate English teacher starting my career at St Patrick’s Marist College. I am 
thrilled to join the Marist community here and I look forward to supporting all students in 
their learning and sharing my passion for literature and writing. 

I have completed a Bachelor of Arts and a Master of Teaching at the University of Sydney 
where I had opportunities to study abroad, and learn new and innovative teaching 
strategies. I am excited for the journey ahead!

PETER TUSA
HSIE Teacher 

I decided to make a career change after working in marketing for a number of years. Prior 
to working at St Patrick’s Marist, I taught at St Augustine’s College and MacArthur Girls 
High School. I was heavily involved in the Project Based Learning programs at these 
schools and focused on the development of financial literacy.

Switching professions has been a blessing as I thoroughly enjoy teaching and have the 
opportunity to give back to the community. I am really excited to be working at St Patrick’s 
Marist. I look forward to seeing my students progress and develop their Business Studies 
and Economics knowledge.

AMIRAH AL-ZAHAB
Technology Teacher 

I am a passionate and enthusiastic teacher with a strong background in Information 
Technology. I have nearly 20 years experience in IT having worked for a number of top 
20 ASX listed organisations in a variety of roles. As such, I strive to incorporate ICT in a 
meaningful way within my lessons. I believe that this is an important approach in a world 
where we are preparing students for jobs that we can barely imagine and that do not 
exist as yet. On a personal note, my interests include: literature, chess, The Simpsons, 
technology, as well as collecting mechanical objects and antiques. I am truly very excited 
to be a part of the wonderful community at St Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas.

MADONNA ESKANDER
Religious Education Teacher 

I began my teaching career in 2009. I came from St Clare’s Catholic College last year 
where I was teaching Religious Education and HSIE.

I have a Bachelor of Social Science (majoring in Sociology), a Master of Teaching and a 
Master of Arts (Theology).

I also have experience working for the Diocese of Parramatta as the Diocesan Youth 
Ministry Officer.
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Parents and Friends
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new families to the St Patrick’s Marist community.  This year the P&F 
will continue to partner with the school to build stronger connections within our school parent community. 

We appreciate the many demands on your time as parents. We hope to have many opportunities for you to connect 
be it at our quarterly meetings, attending forums, the Trivia Night or sending an email to the P&F with your ideas at 
pandfstpatsdundas@gmail.com 

Dates for the Diary:

 Year 7 Parents Cocktail Party: Friday, 16th March at 7.00pm in the La Valla Centre. RSVP’s are essential.

 Term 2 P&F Meeting:  Wednesday, 30th May at 7.00pm

Chrishani Cogger
P&F President

Business Manager
Library Hours

Please note that the opening hours of the College Library have changed and is contrary to what has been published in 
the Diary. The College Library is open:
 Monday  9.00am – 3.15pm
 Tuesday 8.20am – 3.15pm 
 Wednesday 8.20am – 3.15pm 
 Thursday 8.20am – 12.15pm
 Friday  8.20am – 3.15pm

Uniform Shop

The Uniform Shop is open on Thursdays from 8.00am to 3.00pm for schoolbags, sports bags, hats and representative 
sports uniforms. We are still waiting on the new Junior school ties.

We also sell good-quality second-hand uniforms, although please be mindful of the uniform requirements over the 
transition period. 

Ms Vicki Fraser
Business Manager

School Fees
First Instalment

The first instalment of the School Fees was mailed from the Catholic Education Diocese Parramatta to all families last 
week.  Please contact me if you have not received your statement or you have any concerns regarding your fees.  Fees 
are due by Wednesday, 21st March.

Please note that the contact named on the statement is incorrect and all queries are to be directed to me.

Could you please ensure all forms for the Flexible Payment Plan (FPP) are returned to the Catholic Education Office 
before 9th March. 

The payment of fees can be paid by:  direct debit, bpay, billpay, centrelink payments, eftpos, credit card, cheque or cash.

Please do not send large amounts of cash with your child, as this poses a security risk for them. Please consider using 
billpay at your local post office instead.  Most post offices are open on Saturday mornings, if weekdays do not suit you.

A reminder that if you were on a payment arrangement for 2017, you will need to organise a new arrangement for this 
year. 

The College is able to assist Parents/Caregivers who require more time to pay off the school fees.  If you are experiencing 
financial difficulty or would like to organise an alternate payment plan please contact me on – 8841 7900 Monday to 
Thursday or email rwadih@parra.catholic.edu.au

Ms Rolla Wadih
School Fee Administrator
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Stay Connected
PARENT / COLLEGE PARTNERSHIP

At St Patrick’s Marist we value our teacher/parent/caregiver partnership. To enable good communication, please find 
below email contacts of our Leaders of Learning, both Pastoral and Key Learning Areas (KLA). Timely communication 
builds strong partnerships with parents/caregivers and teachers to support each student with their learning and to 
develop ongoing strategies to experience success, both at school and at home. Please contact our Leaders of Learning 
if you have any concerns, require information or further clarification about College life.

LEADER OF LEARNING CONTACT LIST
Leader of Learning Email Contact

Year 7 Mr J. Hornby jhornby@parra.catholic.edu.au

Year 8 Mr P. Sheppard psheppard@parra.catholic.edu.au

Year 9 Mr D. Berner dberner@parra.catholic.edu.au

Year 10 Mr D. Bonora dbonora@parra.catholic.edu.au

Year 11 Miss C. Mollace cmollace@parra.catholic.edu.au

Year 12 Mr S. Belcher sbelcher@parra.catholic.edu.au

Creative Arts Mrs S. Donnelly sdonnelly3@parra.catholic.edu.au

English Mrs L. Pett lpett@parra.catholic.edu.au

H.S.I.E. and History Ms T. Ellison tellison@parra.catholic.edu.au

Languages Mrs C. Dunston cdunston@parra.catholic.edu.au

Mathematics Mrs V. Jerald-Alexis vjeraldalexis@parra.catholic.edu.au

PD.H.PE. Mr D. Calabrese dcalabrese@parra.catholic.edu.au

Performing Arts Ms T. Andrews tandrews2@parra.catholic.edu.au

Science Mr B. Kolta bkolta@parra.catholic.edu.au

TAS Ms N. Hutchinson nhutchinson@parra.catholic.edu.au

VET Mrs J. Smith jsmith36@parra.catholic.edu.au

COLLEGE COMMUNICATION

Our newsletter, ‘The Star of Peace’ is published fortnightly on our website and a link is then emailed to parents.  
The newsletter highlights the latest news and achievements from our students, staff and our Marist community.   
If you do not receive the emailed link to the newsletter, please contact the College Office on  
8841 7900 to rectify.  

It is important that an up-to-date email is on file at the College to ensure that not only the 
newsletter but other important information is delivered to parents/carers in an accurate and 
timely manner.

SkoolBag App

The College also uses the ‘SkoolBag’ app to broadcast messages, show calendar items, 
reminders and other school notices delivered to your mobile device.  If you have not already 
done so, download the SkoolBag app and sync your calendar so that you can add school 
events to your personal calendar from within the app and have access to alerts and content 
from your mobile. 

When adding our school, search for  St Patrick’s Marist College Dundas when downloading 
from the App Store and St Patrick’s MC Dundas when on Google play.
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Facebook

The College Facebook page is another avenue to stay connected, view photos and be able to witness events taking 
place.  Like us on Facebook to keep up-to-date with events as they are happening within the College.

 

You can contact me at clemottee@parra.catholic.edu.au if you wish to provide feedback, let me know of your son/
daughter achievements outside of the College or if you have any concerns around communication here at the College.

Mrs C. Le Mottee
Communications Officer

Assistant Principal
REFLECT TO LEARN

As we move into the rhythm and routines of our Term, I am very pleased with the level of student engagement with 
their learning. Each of our teachers continue to provide student centred learning opportunities which will include 
Project Based learning, enquiry learning and flipped learning. These approaches to learning challenge students to take 
ownership of their learning by providing opportunities for our students to build the necessary skills for success. These 
skills are reflected in the Australian Curriculum and reflected through a growth mindset building emotional and spiritual 
intelligence. These enterprise and soft skills are the foundation of contemporary learning. 

Each day in each lesson students are engaged in deep learning, hence I stress that your child’s authentic engagement, 
effort, and trying one’s best is essential and is what ensures success for each learner. While summative assessments are 
important, the daily learning, homework, revision and application in class builds the necessary skills and knowledge for 
success in summative assessments. I encourage parents and caregivers to affirm and guide your son and/or daughter 
that this balance is most important.  More detailed information aimed at students starting their secondary school which 
has been extracted from the Study Skills handbook is attached to this newsletter.

Year 12 Examinations

Year 12 have been provided with the exam timetable, students must be responsible for ensuring that they are on time for 
their scheduled exams in full College uniform. In cases of misadventure/illness please follow the procedures outlined in 
the Assessment Handbook/Schedules provided. The Mid Course exams provide opportunities for our Year 12 to develop 
their examination skills; revise their understandings thus far in each course and they provide invaluable feedback for 
refining and refocusing on content areas in each subject.

Assessment and Reporting 

An assessment calendar has been shared with each year group with links to their Summative Assessments which 
indicate when assessment tasks are due. These are also on the College Website. We trust this will help parents keep 
track of student work demands and progress. Please read through these assessment handbooks with your son and/or 
daughter as they contain information regarding submission of tasks and the protocols regarding student absence on the 
day of a task, late submission and illness/misadventure processes. 

An Interim Term Report will be provided at the end of Term One for Years 7 to 11 to give a snapshot of your son and/or 
daughter’s attitudes to their learning thus far.

College Diary 

I ask that you assist your son and/or daughter to use their diary well. Parents are asked to sign the front of the diary 
accepting all policies contained in the diary. Good planning and organisation will greatly assist them in their learning. 
Please make sure that you sign the diary each week. It is an excellent resource that, when utilised, will assist students 
with their learning. 

Diary Section  

Students need to get into the habit of writing down each subject for each period each day. Ideally this should be done on 
the weekend for the week ahead (highlight practical subjects that require students to bring equipment). Students are to 
write down homework when it is set and revision is to be undertaken when there is no set homework. Assignment due 
dates can also be placed in this section. 

facebook.com/St-Patricks-Marist-College-1549337335358979
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Homework 

Homework learning/revision is an essential part of your child’s learning and I ask for your support in ensuring your 
son and/or daughter completes their homework each night to a high standard. Year 7 have not had a great deal of 
homework up to Week 5 as our focus is on the transition from Year 6 to Year 7 and getting settled. From Week 5, we 
would expect that your son and/or daughter will attend to homework each night. Work set by teachers usually prepares 
your child for what is coming up in class and reinforces work covered. Homework can also take the form of preparation 
for assessment tasks. There is no such thing as NO HOMEWORK. It is an expectation that each student would revise 
work completed in class each day, read and plan for upcoming work, commence assignments and as such will always 
have work to complete. 

 Years 7 and 8:  between 45/90 minutes per night 

 Years 9 and 10: 90-120 minutes per night 

 Years 11 and 12: 2.5 - 3 hours per night 

Mr J. Scanlon 
Assistant Principal - Innovation, Teaching and Learning

Assistant Principal
PROJECT COMPASSION

During the six weeks of lent (14th  February – 31st March 2018) the College supports Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten 
fundraising and awareness-raising appeal, Project Compassion, bringing thousands of Australians together in solidarity 
with the world’s poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity in raising funds.  

Focused on the theme “A Just Future”, Evageline’s story explains the issues faced by her community and highlights 
how Caritas Australia is working together with vulnerable people, helping them to develop their strengths and create 
change in their own communities.

Evageline’s Story  -  Australia
Evangeline is strengthening Aboriginal culture, 
while making a living for herself and creating 
opportunities for her community. Her work at 
Djilpin Arts has supported the organisation’s 
growth from a multi-media project to a multi-
level contemporary arts and culture centre. An 
example of excellence in Indigenous tourism, 
it’s now a key employer for young people in the 
remote Northern Territory community of Beswick 
(Wugularr).

This year, in 2018, Evangeline is busy guiding 
tourists, coordinating cultural activities and 
helping community members to practise and 
market their arts, such as weaving and jewellery-
making.

Evangeline’s career has flourished and she has 
become an inspirational youth leader.

Evangeline says that Caritas Australia’s support 
for Djilpin Arts, through Project Compassion, is 
vital for all Wugularr’s young people. Although 
their families do their best to pass on knowledge, 
Elders are dying and she is keen to spearhead 
the preservation of culture and lore for future 
generations.

“It’s good for them to learn and to keep their 
culture strong,” Evangeline says.

“This opportunity has 
helped me turn my life into 
something more positive. It 

makes me more confident and 
more independent.”  
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During Lent, each Homeroom is charged with the challenge to stage an event to assist in their fundraising efforts for 
Project Compassion.

During this week, Year 10 Xavier held a Sponge Throw event that proved to be a very popular favourite among the 
students raising over $200 for Project Compassion.  Meanwhile, Year 7 Paul hit a milestone ‘maiden’ century in their 
fundraising efforts while also creating awareness amongst students on environmental issues in their Container Deposit 
Scheme (aka “Return and Earn”).

YOUTH WEEK 2018 DESIGN COMPETITION

Unity Through Diversity.

This year as part of Youth Week 2018, ACYP (Advocate for Children and Young People) is launching a T-shirt design 
competition for all young people 12 to 24 years of age in NSW. 

Young people are asked to paint, draw or digitally create a design inspired by the 2018 NSW Youth Week theme – Unity 
Through Diversity.

This year’s Youth Week theme was set by young people who said that diversity is an important theme for them in NSW.

The T-shirt design competition will close on 28 March 2018 and the winner will be invited to attend a presentation at the 
Youth Week 2018 Forum in NSW Parliament House on Thursday 12 April, where they will receive their personalised 
Youth Week t-shirts.

If you have any questions about the competition please email the office at acyp@acyp.nsw.gov.au

The link for young people to enter the competition is below:

https://www.acyp.nsw.gov.au/youth-week-2018-design-competition-enter.
Mr M. Paton

Assistant Principal - Mission and Wellbeing
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Instructional Leader / Learning Coach
A hello and big thank you to all those students, staff and parents who have made me feel so welcomed by their warm 
Marist hospitality. I have certainly had an easy transition into this wonderful community that is St Patrick’s Marist College, 
Dundas. For the College, my role is an unfamiliar one, however for me, it is the role I have previously held and one 
that I am most passionate about. The position of Instructional Leader/Learning Coach works in close consultation 
with the Assistant Principal - Innovative Teaching and Learning, the Leader of Studies and Learning Analytics, as well 
as the College Principal, and takes carriage of staff Professional Learning; leading, mentoring and coaching staff in 
the design of quality programmes and assessment; leading literacy and numeracy; leading the College Gifted and 
Talented programme; as well as leading the College Instructional Walks. The role also encompasses aspects of teacher 
accreditation and digital literacy. In summary, it is about ensuring ‘best practice’ throughout the College, and designing 
ways in which to improve the already solid foundations of student learning here at St Patrick’s Marist College. 

Thus far, I have embarked on whole school data analysis in order to understand the overall context; the historical 
journey, where we are at as a College and where to next. I have used HSC RAP (NESA) and De Courcey data from 
2015-2017 inclusive and have gathered insight into student performance/student learning gain at the Stage 6 end; the 
strengths that already exist and areas of opportunity. As a result, I have shared these learnings with CEDP colleagues, 
College staff and also led staff professional learning in Harvard’s Project Zero/Visible Thinking frameworks, aimed at 
extending our students and further developing their critical thinking capacities. 

I am also interested in gaining understandings of how the College is progressing with embedding Project Based Learning 
/ Enquiry Based Learning as a pedagogical and strategic direction into the junior cohorts, especially into Stage 4 for 
2018. I have released a staff survey for this purpose and an equivalent PBL/EBL survey will be released to parents in 
the near future to gain your insights, and also released to students to gather their perspectives and experiences from 
the classroom.

In literacy news, we have been introducing the 2018 writing strategy; PALS (Purpose, Audience, Language, Structure) 
to assist students in developing their written skills. We will be implementing a greater focus on peer and self reflection 
through PALS, as well as growth tracking through data walls. Please discuss this initiative with your son/daughter and 
ask them to articulate their learning thus far. We will, however, also be progressing with the metacognitive approach to 
reading through Thinking Note Keys, as a means to improving student comprehension and developing skills in reading 
for meaning. 

With numeracy, the Mathematics Faculty is doing wonderful work in the area of mathematical metacognition and their 
commitment to Accountable Talk (encouraging students to articulate their problem solving thus stimulating higher order 
thinking and reflection on their learning) has already improved learning outcomes.  The numeracy team will also be 
tracking student growth through data walls, the EM4 project, and pre and post testing. 

Year 7 have recently undertaken Allwell Testing through Academic Assessment Services for the purpose of understanding 
student ability and performance on entering their secondary education, and tracking their growth through longitudinal 
study over the course of Year 8, 9 and 10. This data also provides invaluable information that will guide and inform 
decisions regarding future class groupings, design of curriculum and opportunities for greater extension or support. The 
Year 7 Gifted Programme will begin to be established from analysis of this data and will involve identification processes 
as an initial Stage 1 launch.

I look forward to sharing updates on these initiatives (and more) later in the term.

Ms K. Maish
Instructional Leader / Learning Coach

Pastoral
YEAR 12 RETREAT

The St Patrick’s Marist Class of 2018 in Week 3 ventured off to the Marist Brothers Heritage in Mittagong for their Year 
12 Retreat. We were eager to spend some time away from the HSC stresses and get to know one another a little bit 
more. During the retreat, we focused on discovering ourselves and overcoming obstacles. With guidance from our 
teachers, we gelled together to give support to our peers. It surprised us how little we knew about people we had been 
with for 5 years, but after opening up to each other we had a great appreciation for one another. 

The three days spent there allowed us to open our hearts and minds as we were granted many opportunities to reflect 
on ourselves, decisions, relationships and how we are overall going to undertake our final year of schooling. It provided 
an ambience of acceptance and gratification ensuring each student was reminded of their purpose and power within 
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the direction of their future. Activities such as crafting and discovering our hidden selves through painting masks and 
clay modelling indicated how we perceive ourselves to others and how we would like to improve. Receiving letters 
from home, writing affirmations for one another as well as talks inspiring harmony, faith and empowerment were all a 
fundamental aspects in uniting the cohort as one. 

On behalf of our group, we would like to sincerely thank Mr Paton, Mr Belcher, Mrs Donaghy and all the other teachers 
who gave up their personal time for all their hard work and dedication in making this experience unforgettable. Through 
this, we have learnt so much about ourselves and our peers to make sure Year 12 is treasured by each and every one 
of us. We hope for all future students who attend retreat, that they have an open mind towards the experience, because 
the relationships you develop are truly special.

Claudia Broekmans and Sarah Brown 

YEAR 11

Congratulations.... 

to CLAUDIA SOBRAL who participated in the Catholic Schools Public Speaking Competition. Claudia was successful 
and has progressed  to the Zone Final this week. Best of luck Claudia! 

to NATALIE SUMMERS who came 12th out of 200 girls on Sunday at the Barney Mullins Ocean Swim at Freshwater 
Beach. Fantastic effort Natalie!

Miss C. Mollace
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 11

YEAR 8

This week Year 8 have started to receive their assessment notifications for some of their subjects. Many of our Year 8 
students are busy with school, family and sporting commitments, so I would like to remind them that being organised 
is the key to their success. In Pastoral lessons this week we are focussing on ‘Sticking to our goals”. Students are 
encouraged to look at long, short and daily goals and their commitment to achieving them. Part of this is to have a 
timetable for all their activities, study and assessments. By planning their assessment tasks into smaller steps for 
completion, estimate the time required to the completion, this will reduce the need to feel overloaded. If students have 
any concerns regarding their learning they should firstly contact their teacher or they can talk it over with me. 

Mr P. Sheppard
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 8

YEAR 7

Year 7’s recent Pastoral lesson was based on a Cyber Safety chat from local Liaison Officer, Constable Dusan Dakic. 
Constable Dakic spoke to the year group about safely using apps and how to best protect themselves when using the 
internet. 

In the afternoon we enjoyed some Homeroom challenges as a fun activity after the Allwell testing and Police talk. Each 
homeroom nominated 8 classmates to compete in some Minute to Win It challenges, with 7 Mackillop claiming the glory 
as winners. The students thoroughly enjoyed the friendly competition and are looking forward to more fun activities as 
the year progresses.

Next up, Year 7 Camp!

Mr J. Hornby
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 7
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PEER SUPPORT

Throughout the first term of 2018, Year 7 have been participating in a Peer Support program led by selected Year 10 
students.  The students have engaged in a range of activities to help them adjust to life at St. Patrick’s.  These have 
included sessions on building relationships with peers, taking responsibility for learning and participating to their full 
potential.  I have been impressed with the enthusiasm of Year 7 when engaging in these sessions and am very proud of 
the leadership and care shown by our Year 10 leaders.  There is still three more Peer Support sessions to look forward 
to this term and I encourage all involved to keep up the excellent work.

Mr S. Flew  
Peer Support Co-ordinator

Key Learning
ENGLISH

Write4fun has opened their 2018 Writing competition for students of all year groups. There is no set theme and the 
writing piece can be on any topic and in any style. There are some great prizes on offer as well as the opportunity to 
have a winning entry published in the next volume of successful writing pieces. One of our students, Isabelle Gilbert, 
has previously been successful and has now had her narrative published. If you are interested, you can speak to your 
English teacher or go directly to the Write4fun website - www.write4fun.net

So be challenged and start writing.

Mrs L. Pett
Leader of Learning English 

HSIE

“Today we had two special guests named Brett Hunt and Ryka Ali.  Period 1 Brett Hunt gave us a real life retelling of his 
experiences with his dad serving in the Vietnam War. The use of all the sound effects and playing the guitar made the 
story really meaningful and just shows how bad the Vietnam was for people in the war and family members of people in 
the war. Through his performance I learnt a lot about the war and it made me feel more grateful to people who served. 
Then during Period 2 we had a visit from Rayka Ali who taught us about the Aboriginal culture and Torres Straight 
Islanders. We participated in learning new Aboriginal words and were shown demonstrations of the didgeridoo which 
was cool. Rayka also painted people’s faces into the Aboriginal patterns and we participated in Aboriginal dances. I had 
a lot of fun and glad I had this experience.” 

Lucas Hatchman (10 Chavoin)
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“Brett Hunt’s ‘Dusted Off’ performance commemorates his father Frankie’s involvement in the Vietnam War. It follows the 
leading up to the decision of going to the war, to when his PTSD is stopping him from sleeping. Hunt tells the story in a 
song format and portrays many different characters. He also entertained us with his heartfelt singing and heart pulsing 
guitar riffs. We learned lots about the Vietnam War including about segregation, political views towards the war and 
mateship. Along with Brett Hunt, Rayka Ali, showed us Aboriginal culture through the use of comedy. He showed various 
objects, clothing and musical instruments, as well as teaching us dances which gained a lot of laughs.” 

Matthew Lay Joe (10 Xavier)
“Today, the 2nd of March, Yr 10 History attended an incursion to further our understanding of the Vietnam War and 
indigenous culture. The story of an experience from the Vietnam War was portrayed through the performance, ‘Dusted 
Off’. It was extremely engaging hearing about his father’s all too real experience of the war. It was engaging as it told of 
the unimaginable story of the effects war can have on a man and everyone around him. It made it hard to believe that 
anyone endured this trauma.” - 

Gabriella Bovino (10 Chavoin)
“The incursion was touching and captivating. I learnt a lot about the Vietnam War; feeling like I was there. I enjoyed 
the music and sound effects the most. I found it interesting how he could take different perspectives and still make you 
feel like you are in the moment. I didn’t know that much about Vietnam but now I feel I understand it and can see how 
devastating and sad it was. Rayka Ali was really funny and cool.” 

Elana Hajjar (10 Ludovic

VISUAL ARTS 

On Wednesday the 20th of February, students from Years 11 and 12 Visual Arts and Year 10 Photography and Digital 
Media were invited to take part in a night time light painting workshop.

Having the expertise of a highly regarded professional light painting photographer, Peter Solness, the students acquired 
specialised skills inside and outside a studio space. Students learnt technical skills of working the cameras manually for 
night photography and setting up the cameras to achieve specific effects with lighting.

Working collaboratively in small and large groups to take 20 and 30 second exposure shots, students used coloured 
torches, lighting wands, string of lights and fibre optics wands to light up and create patterns and effects on still life and 
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portrait subjects. The highlight of the night was moving to the school ovals to explore painting with light, orbs, tunnels and 
linear imagery and patterns. A number of students created 2D and 3D forms in front of the cameras by swinging lights 
attached to strings in spherical, circular and sporadic motions, whilst others managed the equipment. Orb photography 
was of great interest to our students.

The night was extremely successful in offering students new ways to take photos, in keeping up with contemporary 
trends and practices and offering students specific skills in which they can continue to investigate during stage 5 and 
6. For some students these skills will be used to complete their HSC Body of Work. We plan to continue these lines of 
investigation through before and after school workshops.

A huge thank you to Peter for his expertise, enthusiasm and direction, and to Ms Duff and Ms Robinson for their 
participation on the night.

Mrs S. Donnelly
Leader of Learning - Visual Arts.

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE

Congratulations to the following students who successfully completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge in 2017:

 Year 7:  Natasha Ball, Mia Boulous, Jade Garcia, Lucas Garcia-Kane, Amy Jahja, Roger Lawonski and 
    Anthony Saba.

 Year 8:  Bianca Garth and Alexander Johnson

 Year 9:   Janika Fernando, Rebecca Grundy and Alana Lynch

Natasha Ball (Year 7) was awarded the Platinum Award for participating in the Premier’s Reading Challenge for seven 
consecutive years.

Rebecca Grundy (Year 9) was awarded the PRC Medal for participating in the Premier’s Reading Challenge for every 
year from Year 3 to Year 9 (inclusive). 
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The College is participating in the Premier’s Reading Challenge during 2018.  Details of the Challenge are as follows:
• The Challenge is open to all students in Years 7, 8 and 9
• The Challenge runs from 5 March to 31 August 2018. Books read from 1 September 2017 can count towards the 

2018 Challenge
• Twenty (20) books need to be read in order to complete the Challenge. Fifteen (15) books must come from the PRC 

7-9 booklist, and 5 books can be the reader’s own personal choice
• Students who register and successfully complete the Challenge will receive a PRC certificate and appear on the PRC 

Honour Roll
Website: https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html for more information

Are you up for a challenge? If you think you can read 20 books before August, visit the library and speak to Ms 
Thompson or Ms Tam to sign up! 

Ms S. Thompson

CAREERS

HSC & Beyond

Our Year 12’s in action in a recent visit from Elevate Education, part of their HSC & Beyond program held every 
Thursday afternoon. Here, they were witness to a presentation relating to self motivation, well being and study skills. 
Positive feedback suggests it was a thoroughly worthwhile and enjoyable experience. 

Mr C. O’Connell
Careers Co-ordinator

Debating
Last Friday night was the first round of the Catholic Schools Public Speaking Competition. This is a prestigious competition 
with more than 60 Catholic schools from across Sydney taking part. The following students were selected to represent 
our school and I thank and congratulate them all for their hard work and willingness to participate. 

Those who represented the College were - 
 Year 7:  Sebeen Chung and Jaime Camacho
 Year 8:  Grace O’Sullivan and Hannah Park
 Year 9:  Alexander Bozanic and Anthony Khatchigian
 Year 10: Eliza Arathoon and Hayden Davis
 Year 11: Claudia Sobral, Sophia McCaughan, Emma Gallagher
 Year 12: Jacob Taylor.
They all showed great skill and competence in writing and delivering their speech on the night. They should all be very 
proud of themselves as they were terrific in how they spoke and how they presented themselves. It is unfortunate that 
the competition limits the number of students who can progress to the Zone final. 

I congratulate Sebeen, Grace, Alexander, Hayden, Claudia and Jacob who were all successful and now go through to 
the Zone Final to be held next Friday night, March 9th. We wish them all the very best of luck.

Mrs L. Pett
Leader of Learning - English 
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SPORT
NSWCCC TRIATHLON

On Wednesday, 28 February three students represented the College in the CCC Triathlon at the International Regatta 
Centre at Penrith in the Junior (400m swim, 10km ride and 3km run) and Intermediate (600m swim, 15km ride and 4km 
run) individual events.  Liam Hardman in Year 7 competed in the Junior Boys Individual event and finished the race with 
an overall time of 49 minutes and 1 second and was positioned 186 out of 272 competitors. Jade Hewkins in Year 8 
competed in the junior girls event and achieved a personal best time of 53 minutes and 31 seconds. Rebecca Grundy in 
Year 10 raced in the Intermediate girls event for the first time and finished in 1 hour and 8 minutes. 

On Thursday, 1 March nine students represented the College in the CCC Triathlon group relay events, hosting more 
than 1000 teams, our girls did the College proud. The Junior course was a 400m swim, 10km ride and finished with a 
3km swim and the intermediate event was a 600m swim, 10km ride with a 4km run.  The Junior girls team from Year 
8 were April Ruggeiro, Jade Hewkins and Jade Garcia and finished in an overall time of 47 minutes and 46 second, 
ranking 236 out of 375 teams. Our two Intermediate teams were Charlotte McCaughan, Beth Langford and Alisa Dybal 
from Year 9, first time competitors finished the course in 1 hour and 54 seconds. The Year 10 girls Tatiana Seruvatu, 
Rebecca Grundy and Alana Lynch ranked 175 out of 364 teams finished in just 50 minutes and 10 seconds.

Congratulations to all competitors on such fantastic racing results. 

Mrs A. Papoulias
NSW CCC Triathlon Coach
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TOUCH FOOTBALL REPORT

Senior

The Senior Girls Touch team have started the season in scintillating fashion. They have posted massive victories, 
winning 10 to 0 vs Trinity, 13 to 0 vs JPII, 8 to 0 vs Nagle and 9 to 2 vs McAuley. This squad consists of a good spread 
of students from Year 10 to 12 and they are a supportive bunch both on and off the field. In the next few weeks they will 
play some more difficult opponents and I hope they can maintain their excellent performances to date.

Mr. D. Bonora
Senior Girls Touch Football Coach

Junior

Congratulations to the Junior Girls Touch Team. The girls have been playing some great Touch over the past weeks and 
had a particularly great game last Thursday beating McAuley 6-4. They are undefeated so far. Keep it up girls.

Mrs M. Donaghy
Junior Girls Touch Football Coach
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NSWCCC SPORT REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR 2018 

Athletics 
Cross Country 
Football 
Swimming 
Touch 

In order to participate in ALL NSWCCC selection trials, you must register online – Please download Google Chrome 
as your Browser.   Website address:  www.csss.nsw.edu.au 
When a parent registers their child, they will be registered at the Diocesan/Association Level 

There are three steps to the website registration process 

1. Setting up a Parent Account (this only needs to be done once) Parents must be responsible for updating their 
details.   (Click on Edit my Details) 

2. Adding your child to the Parent Account (this only needs to be done once) Parents must be responsible for 
updating their childs details.   Eg. Change of school (Click on Edit "childs name" Details) Please note:   You will 
need to edit your child's school from primary to secondary (We recommend you type in the suburb to find your 
school) 

3. Register for a sport (this needs to be completed for each sport every year) 

• Login to your account 
• Click on NSWCCC at top of page 
• Click on the sport you require 
• Click on REGISTER 
• Click on the team you wish to register for (it is a hyperlink) 
• Follow the prompts to register 
• Click on REGISTER FOR THIS SPORT at the bottom of the page to submit your registration 
• Once you have completed your registration, both the Sports Coordinator and Principal of your child’s school will be 

notified of your nomination via an email generated by the website. They will then complete online consent.   

 

• ACTION FOR THE DIO/ASSOC REP 
• You will need to PROGRESS each student through the registration pathway (Use Progress Students). This system 

allows you to REMOVE any student who withdraws. 

NSW COMBINED CATHOLIC COLLEGES 
 

 SPORT REGISTRATIONS – NOW OPEN 

In order to participate in ALL NSWCCC selection trials, you must register 
online.  Students not registered will not be accepted in the NSWCCC teams 
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 K.LOWE@CSSS.NSW.EDU.AU                 9807 1701                   WWW.CSSS.NSW.EDU.AU 
 

 

 
NSWCCC SPORT REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR 2018 

Individual Registrations for the following sports to attend a NSWCCC Selection 
AFL, Baseball, Basketball, Cricket, Diving, Golf, Hockey, Netball, Rugby League, Rugby, Softball, Tennis, Triathlon, 
Volleyball, Water Polo 
 

Registrations for the following sports is through a Diocesan/Association Selection 
You will be notified when it is time to complete your online registration  
Athletics, Cross Country, Football, Swimming, Touch, Rugby League 
Information for all sports can be found in “Sports Specific Information” for each individual sport 

In order to participate in ALL NSWCCC selection trials, you must register online – Please download Google Chrome 
as your Browser.   Website address:  www.csss.nsw.edu.au 

Students not registered will not be accepted in the NSWCCC teams.   

There are three steps to the website registration process 

1. Setting up a Parent Account (this only needs to be done once) Parents must be responsible for updating their 
details.   (Click on Edit my Details) 

2. Adding your child to the Parent Account (this only needs to be done once) Parents must be responsible for 
updating their childs details.   Eg. Change of school (Click on Edit "childs name" Details) Please note:   You will 
need to edit your child's school from primary to secondary (We recommend you type in the suburb to find your 
school).  Once your child is registered their school year will roll over at the beginning of each year. 

3. Register for a sport (this needs to be completed for each sport every year) 

• Login to your account 
• Click on NSWCCC at top of page 
• Click on the sport you require 
• Click on REGISTER 
• Click on the team you wish to register for (it is a hyperlink) 
• Follow the prompts to register 
• Click on REGISTER FOR THIS SPORT at the bottom of the page to SUBMIT your registration 
• Once you have completed your registration, both the Sports Coordinator and Principal of your child’s school will be 

notified of your nomination via the website.   
• All consent and payment for ALL Individual sports will be done online and is to be PAID AT TIME OF 

REGISTRATION 
• Team sports such as Athletics, Cross Country, Football, Swimming and Touch -  Diocesan/Associations may use 

their own paperwork for consent, payment and uniform orders but you will still need to complete 
an ONLINE registration to attend a CCC event. 

• PLEASE NOTE:  You will be unable to register if the Closing Date has passed.  Please check the Sports Specific 
Information page for these dates. 

NSW COMBINED CATHOLIC COLLEGES 
 

 SPORT REGISTRATIONS – NOW OPEN 
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Year 12 Retreat



The first Marist Brothers arrived in Australia on the ‘Star of Peace’ on 21st February, 1872.  On the 8th April, 1872, school commenced  
at St Patrick’s. Our Newsletter is named, ‘Star of Peace’, as it too, hopefully, brings peace and good news to our community.

Open Day
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starting secondary school
Some changes you may notice in Secondary School:

You may have a number of different teachers for different subjects.
You have to work out how different teachers run their class, what are their rules and boundaries, what are their
expectations, and you have to learn how to adjust to different teaching styles.
You could be going to a lot of different classes all over the school and you could sit in a different desk each time.
There could be all different people at different levels - Year Coordinators, House Masters, Directors of Learning,
Heads of Departments and you have to learn who to see for what.
Your teachers expect you to ask for help if you don’t understand something.
You may be in classes with lots of different people.

Some more differences between Primary School and Secondary School:
Your lessons will be a certain length and in a fixed order each day. Each day will be different and you may even
have a 7 or 10 day timetable. Bell times may be different on different days of the week.
You may have a locker and there might be rules about carrying around your books and when you can go to your
locker.
You will be give lots of loose papers that you need to manage by either sticking them in or taking them home and
putting in a folder at home.
You have to learn a whole new system, what the school rules are and how things work in this school, ie what you
do if you are late or absent etc.
You have your own timetable and you need to check where you have to go in the school and at what time.
Each night you need to get your books ready for the next day and make sure you have everything you need.

Top Tips for organizing timetables and books:
TIMETABLE COPIES: It is a good idea to make 3 copies of your timetable.
COLOUR-CODE: Colour-code it so you highlight each subject in a different colour.
DISPLAY COPIES: Put one in your diary, one in your locker (if you have one) and one on your desk or in front of
your desk at home.
READ FRONT OF DIARY: Spend some time reading through the front of the school diary as it will have lots of
important info about school rules, what to do if you are late/sick etc.
LABEL EVERYTHING: Make sure all books etc are labelled with your name and class.
STATIONERY: Check you have ruler, pens, pencil, glue, small stapler, paper clips, eraser etc.
LOOSE SHEETS: Get in the habit of pasting in loose sheets immediately and take home and file into a folder at
home anything that cannot be pasted into your book.
FILING: Set up somewhere at home (eg. a large folder or a filing cabinet or a series of folders) where you can file
away the papers from school that cannot be pasted in your book (eg. past tests and assignments, large amounts
of handouts) and also where you can keep exercise books for that subject when they are full. A magazine holder
for each subject can be a good idea.

Some more differences between Primary School and Secondary School with homework and
assignments:

You have to record your homework into your diary yourself and keep track of what needs to be done.
Every day the homework situation will be different. It depends on what classes you had that day, how much work
you got done in class, what your teacher needs you to do - so every night you could have different amounts of
work to do.
Even if you have no homework, you should get in the habit of doing 30-60 minutes most nights. You may do
some extra reading, prepare for an upcoming test, work on an assignment or just go back over things you found
difficult.
Every teacher may have different expectations and different consequences for not doing your homework.
The homework may be more challenging, you will be expected to do much more at home.
Your assignments will overlap, you may have a number to work on at one time and a number due all at once (so
important to start straight away as if leave too late you think you will have heaps of time and later on you might
get another assignment).

ELES www.studyskillshandbook.com.au Summary Sheet ‘Starting Secondary School‛ unit:
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Top Tips for managing homework and assignments:

CALENDAR: Have a calendar above your desk and mark on it when assignments are due.
DIARY: Write the due date of assignments into your diary in a different colour pen or highlight them to make
them stand out.
START NOW: It is a good idea when you are given an assignment to go home and start straight away. Even if
you do a little bit at least you will have started.
ASSIGNMENT FOLDER: Have a place at home where you keep all the current assignments you are working on,
an inbox, a folder, somewhere where you can easily keep all the assignment work together.
ASK IF UNSURE: The first thing you should do with an assignment is to go through it really carefully, make sure
you understand what you have to do and ask if you are unsure.
MAKE A PLAN: Once you understand the assignment, work out what you will have to do for the assignment and
break it down into smaller steps. Make a plan in your diary of when you will do each step so that you won't leave
it till the last minute.
1 HOUR EVERY NIGHT: Get in the habit of doing 1 hour of schoolwork most nights. Do homework first, then
work on assignments or test preparation, if you still have time left then do other things that will help you
understand your subjects better:
- reading ahead in your textbook
- reviewing work from earlier lessons
- going back over things you found difficult
- extra questions from your textbook
- summarising your work
- even just general reading is good!

Studying for tests and exams:

FIND OUT EVERYTHING YOU CAN: Find out everything you can about the test. What topics are being tested,
what types of questions there will be (multiple choice, short answer), how long the test will be, how marks are
allocated.
ASK IF UNSURE: If you are not sure what you need to study or how to study make sure you ask your teacher
until you are clear. If the opportunity arises, then ask in class, otherwise ask your teacher if you can see them
before or after class sometime. If you are still not clear, ask your parents to give your teacher a call to clarify
things.
MAKE SOME STUDY NOTES/SUMMARIES: As you begin to study for a test or exam in secondary school one
of the first things you need to do is to make some study notes or summaries.
- Get some paper, ruled or blank is ok.
- Look through your exercise book, your textbook and any sheets.
- For each heading or section, start making point form notes about the main things you will have to remember for
the test.
- Don't write great big long sentences.
- Try and keep the points short and put things in your own words.
ASK FOR HELP: If you came across things you did not understand or were not sure of when making your notes
ask your teacher or parents for help. You may also like to show your teacher and parents the notes you have
made to get some feedback from them about what you could do to improve.
LEARN THE NOTES: The next stage is to start getting the information into your memory. Don't just read the
notes. The biggest mistake students make is they think study is just reading things over and over until hopefully
some of it sticks in your head. The right way to study involves extra steps after reading. What you do is read a
section of your notes then TEST YOURSELF on what you have just read. You could do this by:

- Seeing what you can write down without looking at the notes and then checking to see which bits you
got wrong.
- Seeing what you can say out loud without looking at the notes and then checking to see which bits you
got wrong.
- Getting someone to test you.
- Making flashcards on things you need to learn in your notes and testing yourselves on these.
- Writing a list of questions as you read your notes then seeing if you can answer them after you finish
reading.

REPEAT STEP 5 OVER AND OVER AND OVER: Repetition is the key to remembering things. So test yourself
over and over and over on your notes until you find that you are starting to remember the information easily. This
is why it is a good idea to start early and spread your study out over all the time before the test.
DO LOTS OF PRACTICE: This mean you need to do as many different questions as possible to see if you can
apply what you have learnt to different types of questions. Ways you can do this:

- Your teacher may give you a revision sheet or a past examination paper to do.
- You could go back in your textbook and pick out questions to re-do, particularly ones you found hard.
- Your school library may have another textbook in a different brand or a study guide for that subject
and you can do the questions in that book.
- You can re-do any exercises or activities you did during the topic.
- Some schools will put extra revision activities up on the school website for you to download.
- Some textbooks come with a CD with extra questions or a supporting website with extra questions.
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- If you feel you have nothing to practice from ie no questions to do to see if you understand the work
ask your teacher or even ask your parent to buy you a book you could use to do questions from - most
of the big bookshops will have an educational section.

ASK FOR HELP: Throughout this whole process, anytime there is something you don't understand you must ask
for help. Don't ignore any problems, or let them build up, see your teacher and ask about them as quickly as
possible.

Seven steps to doing well in Secondary School:

1. ASK FOR HELP: Ask for help whenever you are unsure about anything.
2. ASK FOR HELP: Ask for help whenever you are unsure about anything. (It is in twice because it is so
important!!)
3. POSITIVE ATTITUDE: Look for ways to enjoy things about school and be positive in your attitude. It makes a
big difference.
4. USE CLASSTIME: Really make the most of every lesson, staying focused and on-task and completing all the
work your teacher gives you. Start to really listen and think in every lesson.
5. HOMEWORK DIARY: Get in the habit of always writing in your homework immediately and checking it every
afternoon when you get home. Stay up-to-date in your homework and complete all work.
6. START EARLY: Start assignment and test preparation early. You may be given other work later on so it is a
good idea to start your assignments straight away and even try and have them finished a bit before the due date.
7. ALWAYS DO YOUR BEST: Don't worry about comparing yourself to other people, just always aim to do your
best in everything you do for school and you will feel happy and your teachers and parents will be pleased with
your effort.

Tips for students in selective schools:

Enjoy the exciting and stimulating environment of your new school!
Don't worry about what marks other people get, just focus on improving your own marks.
Always ask for help if you are having trouble or don't understand something.
If you are feeling stressed or pressured, talk to your parents or a teacher as soon as possible.

Tips for students in boarding schools about organizing workspace:

CLEAR DESK: Keep the desk space clear, have places to put everything away.
SHELF FOR BOOKS: Line up your textbooks and exercise books on a shelf.
NAME ON EVERYTHING: Make sure all your belongings are labelled with your name and class.
SECTION FOR PERSONAL: Have only a small section up out of the way for putting up personal info, photos etc.
CLEAR EACH NIGHT: Make sure every night you clear your workspace and put everything away.
TIMETABLE VISIBLE: Have your timetable showing clearly.
CALENDAR: Also a calendar or term planner where you can mark due dates for work.
KEEP UNCLUTTERED: Don't let the space get too cluttered (see some of the spaces below)!

Tips for students in boarding schools about using allocated study times:

USE ALL STUDY PERIOD TIMES: The school has determined how much time you should spend on schoolwork
- so make sure you use all of that time!
PLAN YOUR WORK FOR STUDY PERIODS: Decide in advance of study periods what work you will do and
ensure you have everything you will need.
EXTRA WORK IF FINISH HOMEWORK: If you finish all your work and there is still time left, use the time to work
through things you find difficult or else do some reading.
PLAN ACCESS TO LIBRARY/COMPUTERS: Make sure you know when you will be allowed to have access to
the library or computer labs and plan around this.
ESTABLISH GOOD HABITS: Get into good habits right from the start. If you are in a space where other people
are not working then talk to your teacher to see if there are other options.

So enjoy the exciting first year
of secondary school!



St Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas Star of Peace | Page 26

 

 

St Patrick’s Marist College is a coeducational school of 1000 students serving the parishes of Rydalmere, 
Dundas and North Rocks with a rich and proud history of education in the Marist Tradition. 

HSC Presiding Officer 

The College is seeking applications for the position of Presiding Officer who will report to the Principal or 
their delegate to ensure the examinations are conducted efficiently and in keeping with the relevant 
NSW Education Standards Authority’s (NESA) policies and procedures. This appointment is required for 
the HSC Examinations from mid October to mid November. 

The Presiding Officer managers a large group of supervisors and coordinates rosters for the examination 
period.  The successful application is employed by NESA to ensure the examinations are conducted in 
accordance with NESA rules. 

Responsibilities of the Presiding Officer: 

 Liaise with Principal or delegate on all matters concerning the set up and conduct of the 
examinations 

 Work as directed with the Principal to select and appoint examination supervisors 
 Follow all directions which have been given by NESA about security and administrative 

procedures 
 Prepare a supervisor roster to cover supervision of the HSC examinations 
 Collect the examination papers from the security centre and keeping them secure until the 

examination begins 
 Briefing the examination supervisors before each examination session to ensure they are aware 

of their duties and the collection procedure 
 Overseeing the conduct of the examination supervisors during the examinations and during the 

packing session at the conclusion of the examinations 
 Discussing with the Principal or their delegate the process regarding students who are absent 

from the examination 
 Supervising and liaising with students undertaking their examinations 
 Ensuring that NESA’s policies and procedures regarding disability provisions and 

illness/misadventure applications are followed 
 Be familiar with the policy and procedures regarding child protection and emergency evacuation 

and ensuring all examinations supervisors are also familiar with these policies 
 Maintaining confidentiality of any examination conduct and ensuring that supervisors maintain 

the same level of confidentiality during the conduct of the examinations 
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Requirements for the role: 

 Must have a current Working with Children Check (WWCC) clearance 
 Must have access to private transport and the vehicle used must be covered by a comprehensive 

motor vehicle insurance policy 
 Must be available for the entire examination period 
 Is well organised and has good attention to detail 
 Can manage students and effectively manage and organise supervisors 

Restrictions on eligibility: 

 A person who has a child or near relative (including siblings, grandchildren, nieces, nephews or 
first cousins) sitting the 2018 HSC examinations cannot be appointed as presiding officer 

 Due to conflict of interest, clerical staff, casual, relief, part‐time or permanent teachers 
employed at the College cannot be appointed as presiding officer at our examination centre. 

 A person tutoring students sitting the 2018 HSC examinations at the same centre cannot be a 
presiding officer. 

Salary 

The position will attract a salary to be determined by the NSW Education Standards Authority.  It is paid 
at an hourly rate for hours actually worked.  The 2017 rate was $29.73 per hour. 

Reference will be required at time of interview 
 
Please address applications by close Friday 9th March to: 
The Principal 
St Patrick’s Marist College 
151 Kirby Street 
Dundas  NSW  2117 
 
Or email to stpatsdundas@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 
Enquiries can be made to Ms Sarah Hagarty, Leader of Studies and Learning Analytics on 8841 7900 
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 Monday, 5 March 2018 
Doors open: 6:30pm for 7:00pm start (approx. 2 hours) 

(Term 1 - PRC Annual General Meeting will be held prior to our speaker session) 
at Patrician Brothers College, 100 Flushcombe Rd, Blacktown 

Tea, Coffee and light snacks will be provided and a lucky door prize will be up for grabs! 

 @prcparra               www.prc.catholic.edu.au                @prcparra 

     THANK YOU to our sponsors for 2018,  
 
 

Proudly supporting Catholic education, parents and  
school communities in the Diocese of Parramatta 

                                                                                          

Our guest speaker for the evening is: 

Mrs Danielle Cronin 
Chief Governance and Strategy at Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta 

 
 

 
 

www.floralexpressions.com.au 

  Register FREE now:  www.prc .c atholic .edu.au  
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Carlingford Netball Club

If you would like more information please contact Sue Oliver 
on 0419 406 004 or via Email: gsoliver@bigpond.net.au

Further details can also be found on our website 
www.carlingfordnetball.com.au

New players are needed to join our Club in 
the following age groups for the 2018 
Winter season:

❖ Under 15’s
❖ Under 14’s
❖ Under 13’s

 
 

 

2018 Calendar of Events  
ALL PARENTS AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME! 

Term Meeting Date & Time Venue Presentation  Topic Presenters 
1 Mon 5th March  2018 

7:00pm 
Annual General Meeting 

Patrician Brothers College 
Flushcombe Road 
Blacktown  

#Parents Matter  Danielle Cronin 
Chief Governance & 
Strategy, CEDP 
 
 

2 Mon 4th June 2018 
7:00pm 

Diocesan Assembly Centre, 
Cnr Marian Street & 
Flushcombe Road 
Blacktown 

Preparing Your Child for 
Future Pathways i.e 
Vocational Education & 
Training, Trades and/or  
University  
High School Students 
Welcome to attend with 
parents/carers 

Di Mills Expert in VET, & 
Educational Pathways 
 
 
 

3 Mon 27th Aug 2018, 
7:00pm 

Corpus Christi  
Primary School, 
90 Andromeda Drive   
Cranebrook 

Raising Resilient Children 
8 Steps to Resilience 

 

Dr Justin Coulson 
Family Psychologist & 
Parenting Expert  
Keynote Speaker Event 

4 Mon 19 Nov 2018 
7:00pm 

St Luke’s Catholic College 
Lot 1104, Frontier Avenue & 
Northbourne Drive 
Marsdent Park 

Education for the 21st 
Century 

Mr Greg Miller 
College Principal 
St Luke’s Marsden Park 

 
   

The PRC General Meetings are conducted prior to the keynote presentations.  Doors Open at 6.30pm for 7:00pm start. 
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Venue: Kingsdene Rugby Oval 

      Felton Rd Carlingford 
Ages:   U6’s – U14’s (2018) 
Date:   6th & 13th March  2018 
Day:    Tuesday 
Time:  5.30pm – 6.30pm 
Cost:   $20.00* 
* Price includes Rugby Giftbag 
FREE GIVEAWAYS!!! 
 
How to Register 

 EMAIL – Scan and send completed registration form to: 
info@northrocksjuniorrugby.com  
Credit Card Only 

 By Mail - Scan and send completed registration form to: 
North Rocks Rugby, PO Box 446,North Rocks NSW 2151  
Credit Card or Cheque (Payable to North Rocks Rugby Club) 

 In Person – Register & pay on the day  
  
For more information please contact us by email: 
info@northrocksjuniorrugby.com   
or visit our website 
www.northrocksjuniorrugby.com  

FREE 

ROSELEA FOOTBALL CLUB 

Roselea Football Club is calling all 17 and 18 year-old girls to come play 

football this year.  Play in an all-girls team on Sundays from April to August.

For more info contact Rohan on 0418475171 or 

vpwomens@roseleafootballclub.com.


