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From the Principal
Last week was Anti-Bullying week, organised by Mr Berner our Leader of Learning
Pastoral Year 9 and the Pastoral team, we took the opportunity at our St Patrick’s
Day Liturgy to launch our Anti-Bullying Campaign. Mr Berner gave a personal
account, Eric Saba one of our Year 12 leaders spoke about the effects of bullying on
young people, students received a wristband and collectively made a pledge against
cyberbullying. A highlight of the event was a video that our year 12 students helped to
create that will continue to be played on our TVs in Harrington courtyard, reminding
us all of our collective obligations to make our school a bully free zone. As always, I
remind families if you have any cause for concern related to this or any other matter,
please contact the College as soon as possible.
Next week Year 12 will begin their Mid Course examinations. It is hard to believe that
they are already half way through their HSC year. It has been very pleasing to see
that the number of students attending study nights is on the increase. Those students
who have worked consistently, have been practising questions from past papers,
sought feedback from teachers and have study notes already well prepared should
be confident as they approach their examinations. I wish each student all the very
best in the coming weeks.
This week there were over 60 students that attended our first ‘Keeping Track’. There
was a buzz in the air, students were actively engaged in their work and there was
great collaboration happening. Thanks to Mr Hornby for his organisation. ‘Keeping
Track’, is a program that has run for the last few years for students who want help
with homework, use the time to work on an assessment or to collaborate with other
students. I thank the following Year 12 students who came along to support and
assist our Year 7s: Chloe Bou Serhal, Ashley Mejalli, Sarah Brown, Louise Bonthrone
and Jenna Camacho.
We recently held our Parent Cocktail evening, hosted by our P&F. Once again it was
a fantastic night. The food, cocktails, set up and company were wonderful. It was
great to meet and talk with many first time parents and parents with students in older
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Year groups as well as Year 7. I thank the teachers for supporting this event, our Year 12 Leaders for their assistance
and the P&F for the organisation, enthusiasm and commitment to the College.
Year 9 Science Fiction PBL presentations were exhibited on Thursday morning and I thank the parents who came
along. The La Valla centre was transformed and the interactions between students, staff and parents as students
presented and explained their project was reflective of the pride that students had in their work. I was incredibly proud
of the outstanding work displayed and in the students, who were excited to communicate their learnings, discuss their
challenges and what they would do differently upon reflection of the project. Students felt that they had learnt more
deeply and were better able to understand and transfer their learning through PBL. Congratulations to all our Year 9
students and their English teachers.
What a bumper edition of our newsletter. There are many wonderful things happening at the College, some outstanding
individual and team efforts and lots of great photos to share with you. Sometimes our students can be a little reticent to
share personal success stories, if you have a good news story we would love to hear about it.
Mrs Angela Hay
Principal
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New Staff
Please welcome the following new staff to the College. In this issue we introduce Mr Bishoy Kolta who is our new Leader
of Learning - Science, Ms Deslie Kasmer who joins our Technology Department and Ms Rachel Duff who has joined our
Visual Arts Department.

BISHOY KOLTA
Leader of Learning - Science
I am the new Leader of Learning - Science here at St Patrick’s Marist College and have
come from Christian Brothers High School Lewisham. I have a strong ideology of using
technology safely to enhance the scientific investigation process and I also feel strongly
about problem based learning. With the very capable and supportive Science team here
at the College, I look forward to being a part of this school’s bright future.

DESLIE KASMER
TAS Teacher
I have joined the TAS/ VET faculty, teaching the whole range of subjects from Year 7 to Year
12. I have a degree in Food and Nutrition and so my specialty is in the food areas where
I have had a diverse career both in and out of academia. I have been teaching TAS and
VET Hospitality in the Parramatta Diocese for the last 17 years and I am very keen to start
work in the amazing kitchens the College has available for the teachers and the students.
I will be hosting the coffee shop two mornings a week with the Hospitality students. I hope
to meet more parents over the course of the year and again I feel very blessed that I have
been given the chance to teach your wonderful children here at St Patrick’s Marist.

RACHEL DUFF
Visual Arts Teacher
I am really excited to be joining the community here at St Patricks Marist College. Visual Arts
and Visual Design have always been a passion of mine and I love sparking and developing
the creative interests of my students. This is my 7th year of teaching, with previous time spent
at Pymble Ladies College and Erina High School. I also spent 4 years living in Melbourne
teaching at Rowville Secondary College. When I’m not teaching, I enjoy making my own
artworks, exploring local beaches and walking ‘Wilma’, my french bulldog puppy.

Business Manager
SCHOOL BAG SURVEY
We have had requests from some parents regarding the use of school bags with wheels rather than our current backpack.
We are in the process of looking into this option with our supplier and are hopeful in obtaining a sample soon.
To assist in sourcing the best product for our students, we are asking parents to complete a survey via the following link
https://goo.gl/forms/zstQtY9By3wCruDN2 to gauge expected quantity required.
Ms Vicki Fraser
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Business Manager

School Fees
First Instalment Reminder
The first instalment of the School Fees has been sent out to all families. Please contact me urgently if you have not
received your school fee statement yet. The due date for the first instalment has been extended to the 29th March after
which time a reminder letter will be posted to all families that have not paid their fees or contacted the school to set up
a payment arrangement.
If you have elected to pay your fees by direct debit please check your bank account at the end of the month and advise
me urgently if your payment has not been deducted.
A reminder that fees can be paid by: direct debit, bpay, billpay, centrelink payments, eftpos, credit card, cheque or cash
and that you should consider using billpay at your local post office for large cash payments.
The College is happy to assist Parents/Caregivers who require more time to pay off the school fees. If you are
experiencing financial difficulty or would like to organise an alternate payment plan please contact me on – 8841 7900
Monday to Thursday or email rwadih@parra.catholic.edu.au

Students Leaving the College
A reminder of the Diocesan policy regarding a student leaving the College during the year that a Term’s notice (10 school
weeks) in writing must be given to the Principal before the removal of a student or a full term fees will be payable.
Ms R. Wadih
School Fee Administrator

Year 7, 2019 Enrolments
The College is currently interviewing students and their parents for Year 7 - 2019. Limited positions are still available
but applications will close at the end of this Term.
The College is also accepting enrolments for students eligible to commence Year 7, 2020 (current Year 5 students).
Enrolment enquiries are also welcome for students in other year groups, pending availability.
St Patrick’s Marist College is part of a system of schools within the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP).
The CEDP establishes the enrolment policy for all diocesan Catholic schools.
Mrs J. Muggleton
Enrolment Secretary

Assistant Principal
TEACHING AND LEARNING
P.A.L.S.
This year our whole school literacy focus builds upon our reading focus from 2016/2017 (that being the use of Thinking
Note Keys when reading texts). This year writing becomes our focus after analysis and reflection of our NAPLAN data
from 2017. The strategy that we will employ across all learning areas is called PALS – which supports students in
ensuring that they have clarity in mind when approaching the task of writing. PALS provides this clarity of writing by
directing students to identify the PURPOSE of their writing; the AUDIENCE – who they are writing for; the LANGUAGE
that is required to fulfil the purpose and audience of their writing and lastly the STRUCTURE of their writing, ensuring a
logical sequence of ideas.
As we embark upon building the skill of writing for each of our students using the PALS strategy, I encourage you at
home when reviewing your child’s work that you also ask them if they have approached their writing using the PALS
strategy.
Next term at our Parent Learning Forum we will also present and support parents and caregivers with the use of this
strategy to support your child’s application at home.
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Project Based Learning Foundations
The ongoing work in transforming our learning to ensure that each of our graduates are equipped for our ever-changing
world, continued through five teachers attending the Foundations Academy for PBL. Teachers engaged with other
teachers across the diocese with Steve Zipkas’ team from New Tech High School in Napa, California. New Tech High
School is a world leader in PBL and their team regularly visit the Catholic Education Parramatta to build capacity
amongst our school system in Project Based Learning. As we progress with PBL and Inquiry learning, building teacher
capacity is an essential element in the transformation of our learning environment.

Year 12 Examinations
On Friday 23rd March, Year 12 students will not be required to attend the College as they have StuVac. This day is meant
for student preparations for their examination period and not a day to relax or socialise. Year 12 have been provided with
their exam timetable, students must be responsible for ensuring that they are on time for their scheduled exams in full
College uniform. In cases of misadventure / illness please follow the procedures outlined in the Assessment Handbook
provided. The Mid Course exams provide opportunities for our Year. 12 to develop their examination skills; revise their
understandings thus far in each course and they provide invaluable feedback for refining and refocusing on content
areas in each subject. (You can find the Year 12 Exam Timetable is attached to this newsletter).

Student Diaries
I ask that you assist your son/daughter to use their diary well. Parents are asked to sign the front of the diary accepting
all policies contained in the diary. Good planning and organisation will greatly assist them in their learning. Please make
sure that you sign the diary each week; it is an excellent resource that, when utilised, will assist students with their
learning.
Students need to get into the habit of writing down each subject for each period each day. Ideally this should be done on
the weekend for the week ahead (highlight practical subjects that require students to bring equipment). Students are to
write down homework when it is set and revision is to be undertaken when there is no set homework. Assignment due
dates can also be placed in this section.
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Use of Devices at Home
Technology is normative part of our contemporary world and at school the use of technology is a tool to build the
necessary skills of communication, collaboration and creativity. However, can I remind parents and caregivers that
students can use their workbooks to complete homework, hand written work that is neat is also encouraged. We also
encourage our students to be visible in the home environment when using their devices or to use the family device
rather than their personal one. The College only uses the Google Platform (Google Classroom, Doc, Slides etc) which
all students can access through any device at home. Your supervision and support when students are completing tasks
at home is recommended.
Mr J. Scanlon
Assistant Principal - Innovation, Teaching and Learning

Assistant Principal
SPORT PHOTOS
The Term 1 Sports group photos are online for any students or parents who would like to purchase them.
•

To order photos please visit our website: www.leadingimage.com.au,

•

On the home page please click on the tab Order Your School Photos,

•

Enter the Shoot Key: BH5D3KD5 and your email address.

Photos are $12.00 each and will incur one $6.00 postage and handling fee per order.
All orders will be sent to parents postal addresses and not to the school.
If parents have any questions regarding their photo order please contact Leading Image. Their parent hotline number
is 1800 750 586.

FORMATION DAY
In 2018, we made some significant changes to our formation program to make it more relevant to the students at
St Patrick’s Marist. As part of the school’s annual Formation goal, we have developed a three year plan aimed at
strengthening the College’s focus on formation and community outreach. Over three years we will focus on three distinct
areas: Reflection, Mission and Community. Our formation goal for 2018 is:
In the Year of Youth, to build the capacity of students and staff to deepen their connection with the person of Jesus
through the experience of reflection. Through modelling the life of Mary and the Marist moment of Montagne
(Reflection), we hope to enable the members of our community to understand who they are and explore their
relationship with God and others. “For I know the plans I have for you ... to give you hope and a future” Jeremiah
29:11. This goal is the first stage of our three year plan of Awakening - Reflection, Mission and Community.
This new program, aligned with a more intentional formation program for staff, aims to develop what is most important
in the culture of our school, our Catholic Faith and Identity.
On Friday, 23rd March, all students will be involved in the College’s Formation Day with the exception of Year 12.
Students in Year 12 will have this day as a study day for their Mid Course Examinations that start on the 26th March. The
students in Year 12 have already completed their formation with a three day retreat in the third week of school.
For Years 7-10, they will be involved in activities run by Catholic Mission, Edmund Rice - Pacific Calling Partnerships and
the Sydney Youth Ministry Team. The focus will be on Catholic Social Teachings, Solidarity and Refugee and Asylum
seekers - ‘The Haves and the Nots’. Year 11 will travel to St Patrick’s Cathedral Hall where they will be focussing on
being a leader in a Catholic, Marist School.
As part of this day, we have formed a partnership with the Jesuit Refugee Service and their Foodbank service. This
service provides food and toiletries to support refugees and people seeking asylum in our local area. The attached flyer
will provide you with some information that students can bring as a donation to support this fantastic cause on their
formation day.
All students are required at school during normal school hours and are to wear their College Sports uniform.

PROJECT COMPASSION
During the six weeks of Lent (14th February – 31st March 2018) the College supports Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten
fundraising and awareness-raising appeal, Project Compassion, bringing thousands of Australians together in solidarity
with the world’s poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity in raising funds. This year the Caritas
theme is “A Just Future”. We encourage all students to give generously to their own and other Homeroom events.
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Psyche Mae’s Story - Philippines
When Psyche Mae featured in Project Compassion 2008, she was living
in a squatter settlement, on the edge of a giant rubbish dump outside
Manila in the Philippines. Her family was forced to pick through the
rubbish to sell what they could to survive.
In 2018, Psyche Mae is now a young social worker, achieving her dream
of helping others struggling to leave poverty behind them – with plans to
study a Master’s degree.
Thanks to the support of individuals and Caritas Australia through
Project Compassion, the Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ) program
helps people like Psyche Mae to learn job and income-generating skills,
encourages education, addresses health and runs programs that enable
members to save money and take out small, low interest loans. It’s
estimated around 5000 people are assisted directly or indirectly by this
program.
Psyche Mae’s mother is now a full-time sewer at home and her father
works with the House Repair program, run by FCJ. Her brother, Franklin
has graduated from tertiary education and is working in IT, while her other
two brothers and her sister are studying hard.

Psyche Mae and her mother
in 2008 with bags they made to
increase their family’s income.

With their jobs and the help of a community savings plan – Psyche Mae’s
entire family managed to lift themselves out of poverty and build a just
future.
“It was always my dream to have a healthy environment where dwellers
have positive relationships, families are strengthened and have access to
permanent employment, livelihood and other social services. And women
and children and vulnerable sectors are protected.”- Psyche Mae

YOUTH WEEK 2018 DESIGN COMPETITION
Unity Through Diversity.
This year as part of Youth Week 2018, ACYP (Advocate for Children and Young People) is launching a T-shirt design
competition for all young people 12 to 24 years of age in NSW. Young people are asked to paint, draw or digitally create
a design inspired by the 2018 NSW Youth Week theme – Unity Through Diversity. This year’s Youth Week theme was
set by young people who said that diversity is an important theme for them in NSW.
The T-shirt design competition will close on 28 March 2018 and the winner will be invited to attend a presentation at the
Youth Week 2018 Forum in NSW Parliament House on Thursday 12 April, where they will receive their personalised
Youth Week t-shirts. If you have any questions about the competition please email the office at acyp@acyp.nsw.gov.au
The link for young people to enter the competition is below and flyer is attached to this newsletter:
https://www.acyp.nsw.gov.au/youth-week-2018-design-competition-enter
Mr M. Paton
Assistant Principal - Mission and Wellbeing

Pastoral
YEAR 11
Congratulations to Claudia Sobral (11 Mackillop) for her fantastic efforts in the final of the Public Speaking Competition.
Claudia spoke with great confidence and was highly engaging. We are very proud of Claudia and wish her every
success in future competitions.
Congratulations to Jake Donaldson (11 Ludovic) who competed in the
race in Victoria last week in the National Series for Formula Ford.
Jake came 5th out of 22 of Australia’s best formula Ford drivers in the final.
Congratulations Jake!
Miss C. Mollace
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 11
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YEAR 10
A special congratulations to Jericho Lim who is competing in Breakdancing for entry into the 2018 Youth Olympic Games
in Buenos Aires. Breakdancing will be an exhibition sport at these Games. As part of the selection criteria Jericho had
to pass 3 stages:
1. From 4,000 Australian entries Jericho had to submit a 1 minute video showcasing his skills. Just 5 young people
were chosen and Jericho was ranked second.
2. Jericho then had to travel to Taipei, Taiwan where he competed against Asia’s top dancers. The top 20 regional
qualifiers progressed and Jericho was one of them.
3. In the final stage, Jericho will now travel to Kawasaki, Tokyo in May where 9 dancers from the top 100 young
breakdancers in the world will compete for selection in the 2018 Youth Olympics later in the year.
What an amazing achievement already and we wish Jericho the best of luck.

Mr D. Bonora
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 10

YEAR 7
Week 6 saw the Year 7 cohort take part in a three day ‘Getting to Know You’ camp in Toukley. Students took part in
some exhilarating activities such as the giant swing, leap of faith, the flying fox and several other activities like surfing,
BMX and bush cooking. Both staff and students had a fantastic time and it was an absolute pleasure to be involved in
a camp with a great group of young students. Each day saw laughter, smiles, encouragement and students challenging
themselves in foreign situations.
The Year 7 cohort must be commended on their behaviour and their ability to engage with each other in a positive,
welcoming manner. The camp video and the (many) photos have been shared with students to keep as memories.
Good luck to Ryan Vaughan, Caleb Bonora, Luke McDiarmid, Ethan Harrigan and Takoda Cheng in their Cricket Grand
Final this weekend. Best of luck to Peter Stevis who will be competing in the BMX national titles in Perth this week as
well.
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Mr J. Hornby
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 7
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Key Learning
PERFORMING ARTS
Open Day Performances
A huge congratulations is sent to our Performing Arts students for their fantastic performances at Open Day 2018.
We had 85 elective Music, Drama and Concert Band students who entertained audiences with interesting and varied
performances throughout the afternoon.
Elective Music students performed a variety of musical styles in the Music rooms and enthralled visitors with renditions
of popular music songs, lyrical classical pieces and extended guitar solos. The Concert Band could be heard on arrival
to the College, performing in the courtyard many of their current repertoire including ‘Party Rock Anthem’, ‘All About the
Bass’ and ‘Apache’.
The Drama room was vibrantly alive with the sounds of Year 10 Drama’s comedic skills during their Commedia dell’Arte
performances.The students have been working this term on both their comedic skills as well as learning about this very
popular 16th Century form of Italian street theatre. All of the action was improvised and showcased the incredible talents
of these students who performed in mask and costume.
Well done to all students involved for sharing your creative talents with the wider school community, and a tremendous
thank you to the hard-working Performing Arts teachers: Mrs Lyons, Mr Heffernan and Mrs Greenless.
Ms T. Andrews
Leader of Learning Performing Arts
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YEAR 8 MEDIEVAL DAY
On the 15th of March, Year 8 took part in an excursion that displayed what life was like in the Middle Ages. There were 4
different sections of the course, which were: Archery; Medieval Medicines; Armour; Swords and Shields. These activities
were very pleasurable and interesting as 3 out of 4 of the activities were interactive.
In the archery activity, students were required to shoot at targets, and some people hit a bullseye doing this. In the
Medieval Medicines activity, students listened to, and saw how medicine was practiced in the 15th Century. In the armour
activity the Year 8 students were allowed to put on and pass around, hand forged replicas of real medieval weapons
and armour.
Lastly, students took part in the activity called Swords and Shields. In this activity, the students were given foam swords
and shields, and allowed to fight each other with them, whilst doing different Medieval scenarios. Year 8 learnt a lot,
about the ways and order in the Dark Ages from these activities and the information will help assist them with their
ongoing Medieval Europe Assessment.
Natasha Ball
8 Paul
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SPORT
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations Isabelle Nilon (7 Xavier) who will be competing in the Little Athletics State Championships this weekend.
Isabelle was also selected by Little Athletics NSW to join the Trans Tasman Challenge Team to compete in Auckland,
New Zealand in January of this year.
The team was in New Zealand for 12 days, training, competing and taking in the sights, even spending a night in a Maori
long house, a Wharenui. The team was billeted in dormitory accommodation at Sacred Heart College in Auckland, by
coincidence a Marist school.
The first competition was the Colgate (North Island) Games, at the Auckland Mt Smart Stadium. Children came from all
over the North Island of New Zealand to take part, their equivalent of a State Championship.
Isabelle won the Gold Medal in the Under 12 Girls 1200M Race Walk, as well as competing in the 100M, Long Jump
and Shot Put.
The actual Trans Tasman Challenge was the next week, also at Mt Smart Stadium.
Isabelle competed in the 100M, Long Jump and Shot Put and was a member of the New South Wales Relay Team that
won the Bronze Medal in the 4 X 100M Relay.
The photos below show Isabelle with her Gold medal from the Colgate Games and she is also shown with her Bronze
Medal from the Trans Tasman Challenge. Congratulations Isabelle on this great achievement and best of luck with the
State Championships this weekend.
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MCS TENNIS
On the 15th of March 2018, the St Patricks Marist College Senior team competed in the MCS Tennis tournament at Barton
Park, North Parramatta. The boys put all their blood, sweat and tears into each match. The players that participated were,
Lin Xu playing in the Under 15 section alongside Jason Vaz and Mark Saba who played in the doubles. Unfortunately,
none of these players made it to the semi finals but they put in a tremendous effort and felt the extreme pressure from
the heat, on this 29 degree day.
The Under 17’s doubles players were Alexander Chan and Alan Shi. A special mention to Alan Shi who came along as
an umpire but had the courage to play 5 years up to replace a fellow absent teammate. Unfortunately, they didn’t make
the semi finals, but they still won two games and played some quality tennis.
Our Opens doubles players were James Broekmans and Xantino Reniva. They demonstrated impressive skills and
dominated the courts winning every match. They breezed though the Semi Finals with a 5-0 win against Marist Eastwood
and made it into the Grand Final and winning their match against Fairfield, again in straight sets. A very special mention
to Hovig Melkonyants, who due to injury was unable to play yet came along and supported the team throughout the day
and also assisted the running of the tournament as an umpire.
Lin Xu

MCCS SWIMMING CARNIVAL
On Thursday, 15th March a group of 13 female swimmers aged between 13 to 18 years represented St Patrick’s Marist
College at the MCCS Swimming Carnival held at Waves Baulkham Hills. The girls are to be congratulated on their
success at the carnival.
Some highlights include Natalie Summers (11 Edwin) placing first in both the 50M Freestyle and 50M Butterfly, and
second in 50M Breaststroke, Dabi Lee (10 MacKillop) for taking out first place in both the 50M Freestyle and 50M
Backstroke, and the relay team for coming third in the 50M Freestyle relay. I would also like to thank Beth Langford (9
Ludovic) for taking on the responsibility of being timekeeper on the day.
Ms P. Craddock
Manager / Coach
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Open Day - Drama

The first Marist Brothers arrived in Australia on the ‘Star of Peace’ on 21st February, 1872. On the 8th April, 1872, school commenced
at St Patrick’s. Our Newsletter is named, ‘Star of Peace’, as it too, hopefully, brings peace and good news to our community.

We’re here for your kids, if they need support they can...

Call us for FREE
1800 55 1800

Email us

Parents! For more information and resources,
please check out our Kids Helpline parents section
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silentrave.com.au/events
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