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Welcome back to Term 3 and welcome to the five new families that have joined us.
Next week our Year 12 students begin their final assessments with their Trial
Examinations. I wish every student all the best. In the lead up to this, we had our
annual Year 12 Visual Arts Major Works Exhibition and Drama Performances and I
congratulate every student for their outstanding work. I was so very impressed with
the quality, the range of work, the design, the level of creativity and the talent that was
evident across all areas. Today’s job market requires young people who are flexible
and creative, problem solvers who can think outside the square. Students who
choose subjects in these areas have an added opportunity to develop these skills,
which will also assist them in any career path after school. I thank Miss Kovacic, Mrs
Lyons and Ms Greenless for their work with the students and the Leaders of Learning
Ms Andrews and Mrs Donnelly for their support. I thank all the staff, family and friends
who attended on the night and those who helped to organise the evening.

KEY DATES
Monday, 6st August, 2018
Year 12 Trial Examinations
Commence
Tuesday, 7st August, 2018
College Oratory
Wednesday, 15st August, 2018
Mass for the Feast of the Assumption
Monday, 20st August, 2018
Year 12 Trial Examinations Conclude
Thursday, 23rd August, 2018
Year 12 Music Performance Evening
Friday, 24th August, 2018
College Walkathon

This week we had our Academic Awards Ceremony. I congratulate all those students
who have achieved outstanding results in their learning and sport and those that
have worked with exceptional diligence to achieve significant improvement during
this semester. I also congratulate those students who have worked hard in Semester
One, which was reflected in your reports. It was wonderful to see over 400 parents
and friends join us for the occasion, which shows the strength of school and parent
partnerships here at the College. I thank the many staff and students involved in
organising and running the Academic Awards Assembly, including the very impressive
musical performances.
A reminder that our Trivia night is coming up on the 18th August we would love to
see you there. It promises to be a great night, please get online and make those
bookings. Information about the night is included further on in this newsletter.

Monday, 24th August, 2018
College Walkathon
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The Mission

facebook.com/St-Patricks-Marist-College-1549337335358979

of Marist schools is to lead young people in the way of Mary, to know and love God
in the belief that they all can become good Christians and good Citizens.

As you are aware plans are coming along for the new A block. Staff have been working over the last 12 months in
transforming our teaching and learning to continue to realise our Vision for Learning: preparing our students with the
skills, capabilities and dispositions to thrive in a rapidly changing and interconnected world. At our next parent forum on
the 29th August at 6.00pm in our library we will share the plans for our new spaces and examine Inquiry Learning at St
Patrick’s Marist College.
A very big thank you to all parents who attended our Years 7, 8 and 9 Parent, Teacher, Student Learning Interviews and
our Year 10 Subject Selection interviews over the last week. We continue to build our learning and work around student
led conferences, helping students to reflect and identify where they are doing well and setting specific goals to ensure
continued growth.
Last Friday afternoon after school, saw the beginning of our new youth group, with 26 students and 3 staff in attendance.
The youth group, for Years 10-12 endeavours to provide students of St Patrick’s Marist College with a safe and
responsible environment to promote and help facilitate their personal, social, educational and spiritual development.
This will be achieved by engaging in self-reflection, meditation, prayer and open discussion about current issues in
society from the Catholic Church’s perspective. Providing students with enough information to make informed decisions
and develop skills to intelligently discuss moral issues. I thank Miss Eskander for developing and leading this initiative
and to Miss Thompson and Mr Gabrael for their support.
It is with great sadness that I share the news of the tragic passing last Tuesday of two members of the Langford family
in our community in a traffic accident. Jack Langford (19) a past student of the College and brother of Beth in Year 9 and
their Uncle Adam Langford. We offer Peter, Beth, Bryce, their family and friends our deepest condolences and ask God
to wrap his loving arms around them during this very difficult time.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace.
Amen
Yours In Jesus, Mary and Marcellin Champagnat.
Mrs Angela Hay
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Assistant Principals
Mission and Wellbeing
OPAL CARD USE
State Transit - Sydney Buses Ryde Depot/Western Region are currently undertaking a project to ensure that passengers
of school specials and in route service buses are using their Opal cards correctly.
The purpose for this project is to ensure that correct data is reflected directly to Transport For NSW which assists them
to add growth buses to the area .
Therefore, it is very important that students use their opal card correctly by tapping on and off in the mornings
and afternoon. This will allow Tranport for NSW to correctly identify the needs of our community.
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Steven Bakous, Duty Manager Ryde Depot Western Region
via email or phone.
		Email Address: steve_bakous@sta.nsw.gov.au		

Phone: 9941 6850 (Office)

FATHERS DAY BREAKFAST
On Friday, 31stAugust, we would like to invite you,
especially the Fathers and Grandfathers and significant
role models of our College community, to join us in a
special Father’s Day Liturgy and Breakfast here at the
College. It is hoped your son and/or daughter will also
join you to celebrate with us.
The Liturgy will be held at the Chapel of Mary our Good
Mother at the College at 7:30am. Following on from
our prayer, we will come together for breakfast in the
La Valla Centre. We are fortunate this year to have
the P&F cater for our Father’s Day breakfast. We look
forward to you joining us on this day and celebrating the
gift and blessings of fatherhood. Please RSVP by either
returning the reply slip emailed home to the office or
email me at mpaton@parra.catholic.edu.au by the 22nd
August.

WYD RAFFLE TICKETS
As you may be aware in January 2019, the next World Youth Day will occur in Panama from January 22nd to 27th, 2019.
Noah Contreras from Year 10 will be St Patrick’s Marist representative at WYD 2019. To support Noah and other
students from the Parramatta Diocese to meet some of the costs of travelling to Mexico, Panama and to Houston for a
spiritual retreat before returning home, each Catholic school in the Diocese is supporting a raffle in which each family
will have the opportunity of supporting.
Tickets are numbered and each family will receive a book of ten tickets, each ticket being $2. We ask that sold and
unsold tickets are returned to the Student Office by no later than the 24th August 2018. These will need to be returned
with the money for tickets sold (or unsold tickets) in an envelope with the name of the student and family clearly written
on the front of the envelope.
The major prizes are:
First prize:

Mazda 2, 5 Door, Automatic, Registered (Supplied by Penrith Mazda)

Second prize: $2000 Gift Card Donated by Cosmos – can be used on any Cosmos coach tour for travel in 2019.
Third prize:

New iPhone X (Donated by Secure Agility)

..... and many more (see letter attached to this newsletter for more information).
We thank you for your support in this important fundraising activity for the youth of our Diocese and in particular Noel
who will be representing our College.
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The Sacred Balancing Act: Busy Lives and Family Spirituality
The Marist Association would like to invite parents, grandparents, friends of the school and many others to hear
internationally acclaimed author and speaker, Lisa Hendey, present on 15th August, from 11am to 12.30pm, in the crypt
of St Patrick’s Church, 20 Grosvenor St, The Rocks. People working in the city may therefore be able to attend. As this
will be the Feast of the Assumption, those who wish to stay for Mass can do so.
Lisa Hendey, renowned author, editor and founder of popular Catholic spirituality website for families, Catholicmom.
com, has been invited to speak to Marist parents and friends.
Her topic, The Sacred Balancing Act: Busy Lives and Family Spirituality, gets to the heart of forming faith in our families
by offering practical and realistic tools to navigate these daily challenges. Tickets are free but registration is required. For
and link to register can be found at www.maristassociation.org.au. (Flyer attached to this newsletter).
Topic: 		
The Sacred Balancing Act: Busy Lives and Family Spirituality
Venue: 		
St Patrick’s Crypt, 20 Grosvenor St, The Rocks.
Date: 		
Thursday August 15
Time: 		
11 am – 12:30 pm
Mass: 		
For the Feast of the Assumption will be celebrated at 1pm

MARIST SOLIDARITY
Australian Marist Solidarity continues to work very hard to provide transformational change to young people across Asia
and the Pacific region.
Last year the support from our school helped impact 15,593 people in 19 countries across Asia and the Pacific. Because
of our support, more people, particularly children on the margins, are able to access education and healthcare whilst
re-shaping the stigma attached to many minority groups within their community.

Mr M. Paton
Assistant Principal - Mission and Wellbeing
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Innovation, Teaching and Learning
PARENT FORUM
Wednesday, 29th August
6.30 - 7.30pm
College Library
As a parent, you’ve probably heard that St Patrick’s Marist at Dundas is focusing upon inquiry learning as a key
expression of our Vision for Learning. Inquiry learning encompasses PBL (Problem Based Learning), Flipped Classroom
and more. Our transformation to an inquiry learning model is driven by ensuring our moral obligation to form young
Marist graduates equipped to experience success in an ever-changing world.
Let us focus on Project-based learning (PBL). It is a practice that takes a learning-by-doing approach wherein students
are active participants in their own learning. In a PBL classroom, you often find students solving problems, participating
in simulations, conducting case studies and designing research projects based on different areas of inquiry. This method
encourages students to investigate real world issues and develop practical solutions in order to inspire change at the
local and global levels.
St Patrick’s Marist College like so many schools in the CEDP have embraced this method mainly because it cultivates
the curiosity of students. And why is that important? For starters, psychologists have found that “curious people report
finding a greater sense of meaning in life.” Secondly, research shows that curious, intrinsically-motivated students
become deep learners who master complex subjects, and who develop a sense of “fascination with the subject, a sense
of its relevance to life and the world, a sense of accomplishment in mastering it, and a sense of calling to it.”
Since project-based learning isn’t quite yet the standard in every classroom, many misconceptions about the practice
still abound. In our next parent forum, we will explore PBL, its structure and learning outcomes. We will also display the
new building works which will reflect inquiry learning as the norm.
To register please go to the following link: https://goo.gl/forms/N52ZWJyAxvbbBIVj2

YEAR 12 TRIAL EXAMINATION PERIOD
Next week Year 12 students will undertake the Trial Examination period. Students are reminded to ensure they are on
time for their set exams, to wear full College winter uniform for every exam and bring the required equipment to their
exams. In cases of misadventure please contact the College – Mr Simon Belcher – Year 12 Pastoral Leader of Learning
to inform of your absence. A reminder that in cases of illness to also obtain a doctor’s certificate on the day of illness and
return to Mr Scanlon the next day.

SEMESTER TWO LEARNING
As the new semester begins, it is an opportunity for each student to refocus, get organised and engaged in the learning
ahead. In supporting learning at home, it is most important that students are revising their learning from each subject,
completing set homework and preparing for upcoming assessments. This means that time is set for private study away
from distractions of devices and social media. I do encourage all parents to support your child by creating boundaries
which support this focus on learning and study at home. It is these boundaries and routines that create positive learning
habits and set students up for senior school studies.
In particular, Year 10 students have 15 weeks left of face to face learning this year. It is essential as we conclude our
subject selection process that Year 10 students use the remaining time to build strong learning habits and routines to
ensure they are prepared for preliminary studies in Year 11. If any students require further support in forming these
routines and habits please do not hesitate to see me or Miss Hagarty.
Mr J. Scanlon
Assistant Principal - Innovation, Teaching and Learning
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Instructional Leader / Learning Coach
Welcome to Term 3, 2018!
The College has been a buzz with a range of events already, including the Years 7-9 student led conferences (Parent/
Teacher / Student Interviews), as well as a significant professional learning experience for staff on Day 2 of term.
During the final week of Term 2, I was incredibly fortunate to attend Dr Michael McDowell’s three day Rigorous PBL
Conference (CEDP) with our College Principal, Angela Hay. Having read his most recent book earlier this year, the
conference reinforced and clarified aspects of his research and presented the key ‘takeaways’ from his work; specifically
how schools can move Project Based Learning from its foundations to next level 21st century pedagogy. McDowell’s
approach cleverly integrates all of what is contemporary in education; Dr John Hattie’s (Professor of Education and
Director of the Melbourne Education Research Institute at the University of Melbourne) effect size meta-analysis, SOLO
Taxonomy (Biggs and Collis 1982), student advocacy through voice and choice, authentic learning, a high challenge/
high expectation model, critical and creative thinking and Growth Mindset (Dweck 2006).

Our Tuesday, professional learning began with a reflection and review of ‘why’ the PBL approach at St Patrick’s Marist
College, together with a visit from staff and students of feeder primary school, St Oliver’s Harris Park. The group
showcased the work of McDowell’s rigorous PBL model in the Stage 3 setting, highlighting increased student confidence
and competence as a result of this pedagogical direction. From here, I led the College staff through a step by step
implementation of rigorous project design, firstly highlighting ‘clarity’ (through the articulation of the Big Idea and Learning
Intention), ‘challenge’ (through the design of a rigorous Driving Question, scaffolding student learning from ‘surface’
learning, through to ‘deep’ and ultimately into ‘transfer’ real world application and creation of new knowledge). Assistant
Principal Teaching and Learning, Jason Scanlon, then began addressing the ‘cultural’ aspects of PBL, however due to
time constraints staff will further explore these areas in upcoming ‘Twilight’ Professional Learning sessions. The day
concluded with College Principal Angela Hay’s sharing of the the new building (2020) architectural plans and faculty led
‘Knows & Need To Knows’ surrounding our transition into these new spaces, Years 7-10. I am also meeting all staff over
the coming weeks through a series of small focus group sessions in order to continue this conversation and backward
map our Professional Learning experiences as we move into co-teaching and a new timetable structure. It is certainly
an exciting time for Teaching and Learning at St Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas.
Ms Katherine Maish
Instructional Leader / Learning Coach

School Fees
Third Instalment
The third instalment of the School Fees has been mailed to all families this week and payment is due by 29th August if
you are not on a formal payment arrangement.
Please contact the College urgently if you do not receive your school fee statement by the end of next week.
Fees can be paid by: direct debit, bpay, billpay, centrelink payments, eftpos, credit card, cheque or cash and that you
should consider using billpay at your local post office for large cash payments.
Please do not hesitate to contact me on 8841 7955 or via email rwadih@parra.catholic.edu if I can assist you with your
fee inquiry.
Ms Rolla Wadih
School Fees Administrator
St Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas
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Parents & Friends

TRIVIA NIGHT - SATURDAY, 18TH AUGUST
How do I book?
You can book your tickets via the following link https://www.trybooking.com/WOVG

How can I help?
We are looking for businesses and people to donate prizes from either their own business or from contacts they have.
We will acknowledge all businesses who donate prizes leading up to the event and on the night. If you are able to donate
prizes, please email the P&F pandfstpatsdundas@gmail.com and someone from the P&F Executive will contact you.
Donations of prizes can also be left at the College Office. Please make sure it’s marked to the attention of the P&F.
Ideas for prizes include, gift cards, wine, gift hampers (eg fruit), movie tickets, vouchers (eg beauty, hair), sporting goods
(eg signed jerseys), jewellery and any items suitable for the auction.
Thanking you in advance for your support of this event.
We look forward to seeing you there!
St Patrick’s Marist P&F

St Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas
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Pastoral
YEAR 12
With HSC Trial exams starting next week, students are reminded to return their permission form this week regarding
leaving school after their exams finish. Students who have a morning and afternoon exam on the same day are required
to remain at school and must plan accordingly.
It is vital during the Trial period that students allow time to not only study and revise, but find time to exercise, socialise
and spend time with their family. This must also be combined with a good amount of sleep and rest.
During Sport this term, students not involved with a sports team, are completing a HSC preparation study timetable every
Thursday afternoon. Students not involved in a subject on that Thursday afternoon are permitted to sign out, provided
they have a note from a parent or guardian. This note may cover the entire term during the HSC preparation program.
Mr S. Belcher
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 12

YEAR 11
Welcome back to our Year 11 students. This term is a very important term as the leadership process for Year 12 - 2019
begins. Students will receive the nomination form next week and can nominate themselves for a leadership position.
We encourage students to take this opportunity as Year 11 students have already shown fantastic leadership in their
senior schooling. If parents have any questions about how the leadership process works I am more then happy for you
to make contact with me.
Miss C. Mollace
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 11

YEAR 9
Thank you to all the parents and students who attended Parent / Teacher / Student night on Tuesday. Any families who
were not able to attend on the evening due to external circumstances are encouraged to make contact with their child’s
teachers via phone or email.
Mr D. Berner
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 9

YEAR 8
It is with great excitement that we welcome back all Year 8 students to Semester 2 especially two new students to our
cohort, James Baker (8 Edwin) and Sharon Chamboko (8 Xavier). I trust that everyone has returned from the break
recharged and ready to embrace their learning and College life.
It was great to catch up with students and parents during the Year 8 Parent / Student interviews last week and I was
impressed how many students were looking forward to the Year 9 Elective Information Evening on Tuesday, 28th August.
Please make sure everyone has it in their diary and returns their form.
Students have been encouraged over the past week to re-visit their SMART goals from Term 2 and to set their new
Term 3 Goals in their diaries. Please take the opportunity to start the conversation about their SMART goal and the two
electives selections your child is considering for next year.
Mr P. Sheppard
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 8

YEAR 7
Welcome back to Year 7 in their second semester of high school. A reminder for students to begin seeking sponsors for
the upcoming Walkathon, let’s make a difference to our sister school students in India.

Congratulations - Mikayla Nelson
Congratulations to Mikayla Nelson who during the holidays competed in an Ice Skating competition at Acacia Ridge Ice
Rink, Brisbane. Mikayla scored a new personal best of 35.04 and beat her previous personal best by 2 points. Mikayla
placed first and won the competition for her division. Mikayla also performed shows at Prince Alfred Park, Winterlight
Parramatta during the holidays, performing group and individual routines.
Well done Mikayla!
Mr J. Hornby
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 7

St Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas
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Key Learning
MATHEMATICS
Math’s Puzzles, Patterns, Pictures & Puzzles Incursion 2018
On Wednesday the 13th of June, Year 8 attended a Math incursion where we put our brains to the test and completed
many questionnaires to use our brains to its ultimate capacity and solve problems.
For the first part of the incursion, we got an explanation of the importance of maths in our daily lives and the effect it
has on our future. The company ‘Inquisitive Minds’ then taught us some smart thinking techniques on how we can solve
math problems and what is the simplest and effective way to tackle exams and classwork. After being shown various
examples, we got into pairs and using our minds together we went through solutions to warm us up. The main questions
were projected on the board where we had a limited amount of time to solve them. They introduced the chocolate
challenge where we have different coloured folders which are coordinated for the difficulty of mathematics you want to
acquire in and whoever can complete a range on random numbers the team writes on the board are entitled for a prize
of chocolate for their efficient thinking.
The Year 8s had a successful incursion with lots of fun and experienced different ways to help us throughout Maths.
Celine Boustani, Alannah Boulus
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Sport
STAFF STUDENT SHIELD
Touch Football
The Staff Student Shield for 2018 began with touch football on the 4th of July, Staff running away with the victory 3 - 2.
The game was played in fantastic spirits with most of the school community watching on. Students will have their chance
of redemption in Volleyball after the Walkathon in Week 5.
Mr J. Hornby
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Father’s Day Prayer Liturgy and Breakfast
25th June, 2018

Dear Parents/Caregivers,

As a core focus of our Marist community and spirituality is the person of Mary, the mother of Jesus
and the first disciple. Mary’s response to Jesus is what we seek to model as both staff and students
reflecting our Marist charism that was inspired by St Marcellin Champagnat. As a parent, Mary
experienced the joys, blessings, challenges and hardships of any parent. It is this journey of
parenthood that we celebrate on Father’s Day as sons and daughters.
We would like to invite you, especially the Fathers and Grandfathers, and significant role models of
our College community to join us in a special Father’s Day Liturgy and Breakfast here at the College. It
is hoped your son and/or daughter will also join you to celebrate this with us as well.
The Liturgy will be held at the Chapel of Mary our Good Mother at the College on Friday 31st August
at 7:30am. Following on from our prayer, we will come together for breakfast in the
La Valla Centre. We are fortunate this year to have the P&F cater for our Father’s Day breakfast. To
assist with catering could you please indicate below if you have any special dietary requirements. All
attendees will have the opportunity to share this breakfast with their daughter or son who will be in
attendance as well.
We look forward to you joining us on this day and celebrating the gift and blessings of fatherhood.
You can RSVP by either returning the slip below to the front office or by emailing me at
mpaton@parra.catholic.edu.au by the 22nd August.
Yours sincerely,
Mr. M. Paton
Assistant Principal
Mission & Wellbeing
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Father’s Day Prayer Breakfast
I / we will be attending the Father’s Day Prayer Breakfast on the 31st August at 7:30am.
Parent/Guardian name/s:……………………………………………………..
My son/daughter’s name: …….………………………

Homeroom:……………………

Special Dietary Requirements:

St Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas
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2nd July, 2018

World Youth Day 2019 - Raffle
“I am the servant of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38)
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
As you may be aware in January 2019, the next World Youth Day will occur in Panama. World Youth Day (WYD) is
a worldwide encounter with the Pope which is typically celebrated every three years in a different country. The
next World Youth Day will be held in Panama City, Panama from January 22nd to 27th, 2019.
WYD is open to all young people who want to take part in a festive encounter with their contemporaries centered
on Jesus Christ. This event is an opportunity to experience in first person the universality of the Church; to share
with the whole world the hope of many young people who want to commit themselves to Christ and others.
World Youth Day is a unique way to deepen your faith and grow closer to Christ, by means of prayer and the
sacraments, together with thousands of other young people who share your interests and ambitions.
WYD is an international pilgrimage of Catholic youth which seeks to enable young people to experience the
catholicity of our Church and also to personally support the spiritual growth and development of each person
who undertakes this pilgrimage. As a spiritual journey or pilgrimage, young people travel and walk in the
footsteps of other persons of faith, not as tourists, but as persons of faith.
To support our young people to meet some of the costs of travelling to Mexico, Panama and to Houston for a
spiritual retreat before returning home, each Catholic school in the diocese is supporting a raffle which each
family will have the opportunity of supporting. As a school community we hope to be able to send up to two
students chosen through a nomination process which requires both parish and school commitment and active
involvement.
Tickets are numbered and each family will receive a book of ten tickets, each ticket being $2. We ask that sold and
unsold tickets are returned to the Student Office by no later than the 24th August 2018. These will need to be
returned with the money for tickets sold (or unsold tickets) in an envelope with the name of the student and
family clearly written on the front of the envelope.
The prizes are as follows;
First prize: Mazda 2, 5 Door, Automatic, Registered (Supplied by Penrith Mazda)
Second prize: $2000 Gift Card Donated by Cosmos – can be used on any Cosmos coach tour for travel in 2019.
Third prize: New iPhone X (Donated by Secure Agility)
Fourth prize: New iPhone X (Donated by Secure Agility)
Fifth prize: New iPhone X (Donated by Secure Agility)
Sixth prize: $500 Apple iPad Mini (Donated by Campion College Australia)
7th Prize: $500 Cash Prize (Donated by Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu)
8th Prize: $500 Westfield Gift Card (Donated by Automated Control Solutions)
9th Prize: Apple Watch (Donated by Catholic Church Insurance)
10th Prize: $100 Event Cinemas Gift Card (Donated by The Catholic Foundation)
We thank you for your support in this important fundraising activity for the youth of our Diocese and in particular
the students who will be representing our College.
Yours sincerely,
Mr Matthew Paton
Assistant Principal
Mission and Wellbeing
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Netball Grand Final Day

The first Marist Brothers arrived in Australia on the ‘Star of Peace’ on 21st February, 1872. On the 8th April, 1872, school commenced
at St Patrick’s. Our Newsletter is named, ‘Star of Peace’, as it too, hopefully, brings peace and good news to our community.
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ST MARY’S YOUTH GROUP
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