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From the Principal

KEY DATES
Wednesday, 29th August, 2018 
P&F Meeting and Parent Forum 
7.30pm

Friday, 31st August, 2018 
Father’s Day Liturgy (7.30am)

Wednesday, 5th September, 2018 
Marist Oratory 
Year 9 Music Performance Evening 
(6.30pm) 
Wednesday, 12th September, 2018 
Leaders Changeover Assembly

Friday, 14th September, 2018 
Year 11 Examinations Commence

Tuesday, 25th September, 2018 
Year 12 Graduation Day
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What a wonderful week of community events!

Family Spirit is alive and well here at St Patrick’s Marist College and the last week has 
been no exception. Starting with our P&F Trivia Night and finishing with our Winter 
Sleep out.

Every second year our P & F group put on a Trivia Night and what a wonderful night 
it was. The transformed La Valla Centre was near capacity, parents and staff dressed 
to the theme of “Lights, Camera, Action”. A great night was had by all, with lots of 
fun and plenty of laughter, tables laden with food and great company. I would like 
to thank Anton Arathoon our Trivia Master and Chrishani Cogger for all her work in 
hosting the evening and to the organising team of Sonja Simpson, Susan Boulous, 
Leanne Goldsmith and Paul Grundy. for this very special night.  A big thanks also to 
our student helpers on the night: Maddison Boulous, Mia Boulous, Ashleigh Stevens, 
Elizabeth Hogan, Eva Galati, Natasha Goldsmith, Imani Cogger, Toby Gott and 
Thomas Williamson.

On Friday we enjoyed a “Walk–a–thon Down Memory Lane”. We are so blessed 
to have such fabulous students and staff at our College. There were so many who 
dressed up and really got into the spirit of the day. There was obviously a lot of thought 
and collaboration with lots of outstanding group themes making it very difficult to 
select best dressed for each year group. A member of the local community Probus 
group took the time to ring and complement our students 

She said: “Probus were a group of 19 elderly people and they walked part way with 
our students and even stopped for stamps at the check point. She said the students 
were very chatty with them and all were well spoken and polite.” On the bridge near 
the river there was a very aggressive bike rider who was yelling at the students and 
swearing badly. She said not one of our students reacted to him, they all just moved 
to the side so he could pass.”
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She said her group were very impressed with the students and it was good to see such well-behaved young men and 
women in this day and age where there is often negative feedback about teenagers. She asked to pass on congratulations 
to all our staff.”

A very special thank you to Mr Paton, Mr Hornby and Mr Belcher for their organisation and leadership in creating such 
a great day for all. A gentle reminder to everyone to return their Walkathon money as soon as possible. I congratulate 
everyone on the efforts they have made so far. 

Last Friday was also a very special evening for me, to arrive and see more than 100 students here to brave the cold 
for our annual Vinnies Winter Sleep Out warmed my heart. The program this year was designed and led by our social 
justice leaders: Theo Sugita, Chloe Bou Serhal, Ashley Mejalli and Elaine Nakhle. I have been so impressed by these 
leaders as they have been the driving force behind social justice this year and have made a significant contribution to 
the growth of this group. Again another outstanding effort with over 1000 items collected for the Jesuit Refugee Service.

I would like to thank Mr Moussa for his leadership of our Youth Ministry and his work with the Social Justice leaders in 
organising the night. A special thank you to Mr Moussa and Ms Basha for supervising overnight and to the many staff 
who came and supported at different times and in different ways: Mr Paton, Mr Hornby, Mr Gabrael, Ms Eskander, Ms 
Abel, Ms Nelson and Ms Craddock.

Congratulations to our Year 12 Drama students who completed their HSC practical exams this week. They have worked 
very hard with Ms Lyons and Ms Greenlees and we are confident that this hard work will be rewarded.

This week our Parent Forum was cancelled due to lack of numbers. A shortened version of the forum was shared during 
the P&F Meeting.  If there is any particular topic that you would like considered for future forums please let us know. This 
can be done via the school email.

Yours In Jesus, Mary and Marcellin.

Mrs Angela Hay

Assistant Principals
Mission and Wellbeing
FATHERS DAY BREAKFAST

On Friday, 31st August, we would like to invite you, 
especially the Fathers and Grandfathers and significant 
role models of our College community, to join us in a 
special Father’s Day Liturgy and Breakfast here at the 
College. It is hoped your son and/or daughter will also 
join you to celebrate with us.

The Liturgy will be held at the Chapel of Mary our Good 
Mother at the College at 7:30am. Following on from 
our prayer, we will come together for breakfast in the 
La Valla Centre. We are fortunate this year to have 
the P&F cater for our Father’s Day breakfast. We look 
forward to you joining us on this day and celebrating the 
gift and blessings of fatherhood. Please RSVP by email  
mpaton@parra.catholic.edu.au ASAP.

Mr M. Paton
Assistant Principal - Mission and Wellbeing
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ATTENDANCE

Attendance Rate (% Present) - sum of days in attendance divided by sum of possible school days

Absence Category

This category relates to type of absenteeism:
•	 Grey - Absent and Unexplained
•	 Yellow -  Sick 
•	 Blue -Leave

Attendance Category

This category relates to patterns of absence and percentage of students in that year level who are above the 90% 
attendance. Our aim is to have all year groups above 90% for regular attendance

Red - Complex Absenteeism - Students whose attendance rate has fallen below 70%

Orange - Chronic Absenteeism - Students whose attendance rate has fallen below 80%

Yellow - Emerging Absenteeism - Students whose attendance rate has fallen below 90%

Green - Regular rates of attendance
Mr M. Paton

Assistant Principal - Mission and Wellbeing

Innovation, Teaching and Learning
YEAR 11 YEARLY EXAMINATION PERIOD

From Friday of Week 8 (14th September), Year 11 students will undertake their Yearly Examination period. Students are 
reminded to ensure they are on time for their set exams; to wear full College winter uniform for every exam and bring 
the required equipment to their exams. In cases of misadventure please contact the College – Miss Mollace  – Year 
11 Pastoral Leader of Learning to inform of your absence. A reminder that in cases of illness to also obtain a doctor’s 
certificate on the day of illness and return to Mr Scanlon the next day.  

TERM 3 HSC LEARNING

As the final term continues for Year 12, it is an opportunity for each student to refocus, review and reflect upon their 
Trial results and feedback, get organised and engaged in the learning ahead. In supporting learning at home, it is most 
important that students are revising learning from each subject, incorporating their feedback from the Trial exams into 
revision work, and completing set homework. This means that time is set for private study away from distractions of 
devices and social media. I do encourage all parents to support your child by creating boundaries which support this 
focus on learning and study at home. It is reminded that the HSC is a fulltime pursuit and any part-time work needs to 
take a back seat during this time. 
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YEAR 8 & 11 SUBJECT SELECTIONS

As the new Timetable is being formulated, Year 8 and Year 11 students will be informed of their subjects for 2019 early 
in Term 4. Thank you to parents for your support in encouraging your child to choose subjects wisely by being informed 
about each subject and its academic and skills demands. The opportunity of choice of subjects enables all students to 
connect with their passions and interests.

Mr J. Scanlon 
Assistant Principal - Innovation, Teaching and Learning

School Fees
STUDENTS LEAVING THE COLLEGE BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR.

A reminder of the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta’s policy regarding a student leaving the College during the 
year. A full Term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the Principal before the removal of a student or 
a full Term’s Fees will be payable.

Further details on this policy can be found on http://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/school-fees

SCHOOL FEES – OVERDUE 3RD INSTALMENT

Reminder letters will be sent out on Thursday to families that have overdue school fees.  Letters will only be sent to 
families that are not on a formal payment arrangement or are falling behind on payments.

Could you please finalise any overdue fees by Wednesday 29th August.

Please do not hesitate to contact me on 8841 7900 or via email rwadih@parra.catholic.edu if I can assist you with your 
fee inquiry including setting up payment plans.

Ms R. Wadih
School Fees Administrator

Pastoral
YEAR 11 

Year 11 Achievements 

Ronan Lipping (11 Chavoin) travelled to America during the holidays to compete in a state swim meet in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Ronan achieved second place and third place in the freestyle and butterfly events. Ronan had the opportunity 
to meet some of the American Olympic Team coaches and got some good advice on how to improve his strokes, aerobic 
capacity and overall swimming ability. Fantastic results Ronan!  

Jake Donaldson (11 Ludovic) has been car racing over the last few months all over Australia. He been finishing in the 
top 5 out of 33 race cars. We look forward to hearing of more success from Jake! 

Miss C. Mollace 
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 11

YEAR 10

In our Pastoral Care lessons during Term 3, Year 10 have been addressing topics such as resilience, gratitude and 
mental health. In a recent lesson our students watched a Ted Talk titled “Is Social Media hurting your Mental Health?”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Czg_9C7gw0o

I would encourage all parents to watch the talk as it raised some of the concerns with social media as well as some 
useful strategies in dealing with the side-effects it can create. 

After last Friday night’s Winter Sleep-out at the College (which many Year 10 students enthusiastically attended), we 
also watched an episode from the recent SBS series “Filthy Rich and Homeless” during our lessons. Several students 
indicated they found this useful in understanding the stigma around homelessness.    

At our College Walkathon last Friday, a number of Year 10 students helped out on the day and were actively involved in 
the colour and fun of the day by dressing up. As future seniors, I hope to see many more of our students dressing up next 
year and getting into the spirit of the day. In the meantime, let’s do all we can by collecting the money that was pledged.     

Mr. D. Bonora
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 10
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YEAR 9

Year 9 Musical Performance

On Wednesday the 5th of September, Year 9 Music students will be performing in a Music Performance Night in the La 
Valla Centre. It would be fantastic to see parents and students present supporting the students while they showcase 
their talents. Congratulations to those who are preparing to perform on the night. We are all looking forward to it. 

Partial Absence Reminder

A courtesy reminder to all students in Year 9 that should they be late four times in a ten week period, an afternoon 
detention may be issued. This is in line with College policy. We do understand that sometimes things happen that are 
out of our control and ask for a short note on those rare occasions to explain why the student is late. 

Mr. D. Berner
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 9

YEAR 8

Over the past week I have visited Year 8 students in Visual Art classes, where they are creating wonderful clay works of 
someone who is a “survivor” in their eyes. There has been a wide range of subjects chosen from sporting and political 
figures to family members. Please discuss with your child how they are developing in their creative subjects, an area 
that is becoming more and more important in the 21st century world they are living in. 

Last week all Year 8 students completed their expression of interest for their Year 9 electives prior to the Information 
evening that was on Tuesday 28th August this week. If you have any questions regarding the information evening please 
do not hesitate to contact me, Mr Scanlon or the individual Leader of Learning for that subject. 

Lastly a big thankyou to all the Year 8 Homerooms students for their excellent effort with this years’ Walkathon last 
Friday. The monies that you raise will go towards changing young peoples lives in our sister school in India, if you still 
have sponsor money, please bring it in this week.

Mr P. Sheppard
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 8

YEAR 7

Congratulations to Year 7 for their fantastic efforts in raising money for the College Walkathon. At the moment we have 
raised $5675, with 7 Paul sitting at $1605. Well done, this money will be donated to our sister school in Trichy, India 
which will give the children a chance of gaining an education. The Walkathon was a great success, no rain! Year 7 are 
to be commended on their positive attitudes and fantastic costumes. It was a brilliant day

Mikayla Nelson of 7 Chavoin recently competed in the Crystal Challenge Ice Skating Competition in Melbourne where 
she placed second and achieved her new personal best score of 38.16. Mikayla is now the number one ranked ice 
skater for her division in Australia! Such a fantastic achievement and is a testament to the hard work and passion 
Mikayla has for the sport. Well done Mikayla, we are all very proud of you.

Congratulations also to Jordan Bassett-Smith who won Gold in the 2WAY Dynamic Skydiving category in the recent 
2018 Australian Open Indoor Skydiving Championships.  He and his team mate were flying against adults and they beat 
a team with an Australian tunnel instructor who currently coaches tunnel athletes in Poland. They flew in wind of 230 km 
an hour at high speed for this category.

Jordan also won Silver in the 4WAY Dynamic Skydiving where his team mates were two Australian adult champions 
and one other 14 year old.  All those he flew against and with were adults and every one of them are current tunnel 
instructors from around Australia. They flew in winds of 245km per hour at high speed.

Well done Jordan, a fantastic achievement!
Mr J. Hornby

Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 7 
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Key Learning
SCIENCE

Year 8 Planetarium Incursion

A few weeks ago, Year 8 attended a Science incursion 
to learn interesting facts about space, the solar system 
and constellations.  

Our friendly host led us through a small tunnel into a 
dome full of stars and planets.  He pointed out where 
to find constellations and we learnt about the names of 
some constellations, some of them were star / zodiac 
signs like Scorpio and Sagittarius.  We were lucky 
enough to also be shown what planets can be seen 
from our home planet Earth, when to look for them and 
what time is the perfect time to spot them.  We were 
also informed that Venus is visible during the daytime 
and that you need to look in just the right spot to find it.

It was really interesting and we all had lots of fun 
learning about Space and Astronomy.

Rachael Anderson and Olivia Baker
Year 8 Science

ENGLISH

Write a Book in Day 2018

On Tuesday, August 14th, eight students from Year 7 and 8 participated in Write a Book in a Day: Alexandria Boumalhab, 
Lauren Chu, Sebeen Chung, Jon El Khoury Hanna, Malcolm Manu, Ciara Murphy, Taylah Owen and Elizabeth Ozer. It 
was a fun and exciting day that we got to experience together. We worked from 8.00am until 7.30pm at night.  At the start 
of the day we had nothing, but by the end, we had a fully complete, written, edited and illustrated book. 

Our book was called ‘Stuck in a Mine’ and it was about a princess who visits Australia to see the set of her favourite 
reality show, but she becomes trapped in a mine in the outback with a tour guide and a friendly crab named Cleon. The 
purpose of creating the book was for the Kid’s Cancer Project, and all the books created go to children in hospitals who 
have cancer. The day was a great experience as it allowed us to express our creativity and work collaboratively as a 
group for a great cause. We would like to thank the school for sponsoring us and encouraging us in this competition. 

By Elizabeth Ozer and Alexandria Boumalhab. 
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Here is a short extract from our book: 

“...They walked to the silver platform and closed their eyes as they got ready to grab the thin and unstable rope. Tia 
went first, reaching up to the first rope on her tippy toes, and grabbed on tight to secure her. Tia screamed as she 
flew towards the next rope. She grabbed it with her other hand, determined to get across and lifted herself up into 
the air, dangling over the giant crystal bath. She placed her sweaty hands onto the next rope, swinging across like 
a monkey. She sensed Austin follow her, grabbing onto the ropes that could either make or break this journey. He 
was right behind her, waiting to catch her if need be. 

They both made it a few more excruciating ropes forward, trying to hold their body weight up before they went 
tumbling to their deaths, when Tia’s hand suddenly slipped and she let out an agonising cry of pain. “

HISTORY

On Friday the 17th of August, Year 10 History students were lucky enough to have the opportunity to meet Phil and learn 
more about the aboriginal culture and their beliefs. Phil is an indigenous Australian who lives on Palm Island, located off 
the Great Barrier Reef in North Queensland. It was amazing to hear what life is like on Palm Island and how different it 
is to our life here in Sydney. 

We learnt all about the History and many stories from Phil’s childhood, one including getting speared in the foot as a 
punishment. We had the honour of listening to him play the didgeridoo and we even got some tips. One thing that I 
found particularly fascinating was listening to his stories about travelling the world with a Didgeridoo and how not many 
people knew what it was. He had multiple stories about getting pulled over by police and scared off by security guards all 
because he had his Didgeridoo strapped to his back, which many people thought was a weapon, but is indeed quite the 
opposite. It was eye opener to meet Phil and listen to what life in an aboriginal community is like. He gave us an insight 
into his beautiful culture and taught us to have respect for different cultures and beliefs. It was an amazing experience 
and we thank Phil for taking the time to share his life with us.

Abbie Moriarty 
Year 10 History Student
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PERFORMING ARTS

Captivate 10th Anniversary Concerts

On the 21st and 22nd August, we had 41 students representing the College in the CEDP Captivate 10th Anniversary 
Concert. Our students joined with 1800 Primary and Secondary students from the Diocese to unite in a Performing Arts 
extravaganza at Quay Centre, Homebush. Our students shared their creative talents by singing in choirs, performing 
in concert bands and entertaining in drama ensembles. Most importantly, they were outstanding representatives for 
our College. A big thank you to Mrs Christina Greenlees and Mr Liam Heffernan for rehearsing with the students and 
encouraging them through the many lengthy rehearsals over the past two terms.

Congratulations to the following students who performed in the Captivate Concerts:

Year 7:   Quinn Stevens, Ben Mason, Chelsea 
  King, Bianca McLean, Elizabeth  
  Hogan, Leah Kim

Year 8:   Olga Shchpotkina, Finn Bowly, 
  Hannah Park, Chelsea Ceely, Stacie 
  Touche, Zachary Hook, Olivia Baker, 
  Kayla Mills 

Year 9:   Amelia White, Michael Blazevic,  
  Isabelle Joseph, Alex Johnson,  
  Nikolai Dmitrieff, Alex Bozanic,  
  Marissa Browne, Gemma Smythe,  
  Brianna Webster

Year 10:  Chanel El-Chaar, Amelia McGlinn,  
  Lin Xu, Andy Han, Isabella  
  Wimalaratne, Rhaneen Melhem,  
  Luke Hoggard, Elina Myeong, Eubeen 
  Chung, Tamsyn Brown, Alex Chan, 
  Allen Bautista, Rachel Touche

Year 11:  Lauren Bobolas, Georgia Hogan, Ben Duguid, Alessandro Pearce, Chloe Tsigounis
Ms T. Andrews 

Leader of Learning - Performing Arts
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VISUAL ARTS

Year 12 Art Exhibition

On Thursday 26th July 2018, Year 12 Visual Arts students organised and curated the annual Year 12 Visual Arts Body 
of Work Exhibition. 
A total of 17 Bodies of Work were on display in the LaValla Centre from various media and expressive forms, ranging 
from sculptures, paintings, virtual reality experiences, photography, drawings, textiles, and printmaking, representing 
traditional, modern, and postmodern disciplines and practices.
Many members of the audience positively commented on the great variety of the diverse media, methods, techniques, 
and forms exhibited this year, and were impressed by the vast scale of some of the works.
The exhibition showcased the efforts of the Year 12 student’s labours and accomplishments of their Visual Arts HSC 
experience. During the course of Year 12, students have investigated the practices of other artists and HSC requirements, 
experimented with media and techniques, liaised and collaborated with Visual Arts teachers, and hypothesised, 
developed and refined their Bodies of Work. 
The Exhibition was an enjoyable night validating to Year 12 the success of their achievements.
The Visual Arts Department wish Year 12 the very best in their upcoming HSC and look forward to seeing the students 
complete Bodies of Work which are formally due to the NESA by 3rd September.

Ms K. Kovacic 
Year 12 Visual Arts Teacher

Katelyn Younis April Calara

Jordan Booth Sidonie Thomas

WIYANGA

This week, the students of Wiyanga had two very exciting events that they eagerly participated in. Firstly, a number of 
our students visited Grounds for Learning at the Aengus Kavanagh Centre in Mount Druitt, where they were able to order 
a hot chocolate and something to eat. We then sat down with members from the Kirinari High Support Needs Class, and 
engaged in conversation whilst enjoying our treats. 

Grounds for Learning is an exciting Post School Options, program that allows students to explore the world of work by 
learning how to run a coffee shop from a converted bus. The Wiyanga students who attended this week were delighted 
when they were served by one of their friends from St Patrick’s. Wiyanga students who remained at school,  will have 
the same experience next Wednesday.
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Our second exciting event happened last Friday, when our students participated in the school Walkathon - a Walk Down 
Memory Lane. The weather caused us a bit of a worry with a short shower in the morning, but it held off long enough for 
our students, who were able to, to enjoy the walk, before enjoying a sausage sizzle and some music, with their peers. 
The students were eager to show off their costumes to the St Patrick’s College community at assembly, with Dora, 
Spiderman, Where’s Wally, Princess Barbie, JO-JO, and Anime all making a great impression. It was Mario whoever, 
who deservedly took out the prize.

Throughout this year, the Wiyanga students have been blessed to have the school leaders take time away from their 
study periods and join them in class to, assist them with their work. This week we say thank you to our friends in Year 
12, and wish them all the best for their remaining time at school.

Ms K. Scotford 
HNS Teacher

Youth Ministry
WINTER SLEEPOUT

Tonight, in Australia, there will be over 105,000 people homeless people struggling to find shelter and food.  27% of 
those people are aged under 18. Homelessness is a growing issue in Australia and it is simply not going away.

The Chance for Change Social Justice group held its Annual Winter Sleep Out on the 24th of August. Students from 
Years 9 to 12 were invited to attend in the hope of giving them a meaningful experience of what homelessness looks 
like in Australia today.

It was a cold and uneasy night, braved by more than 100 students, certainly the biggest number we have seen 
participating in this event. This year students slept in the Harrington Courtyard to more fully appreciate the struggles of 
those who are homeless. The program this year was designed and led by our social justice leaders; Theo Sugita, Chloe 
Bou Serhal, Ashley Mejalli and Elaine Nakhle. These four leaders not only led a great evening, but they have been the 
driving force behind social justice this year. 

As Marists, we are called to be agents of service and change and to lead in the way of Mary. The sleep out was a great 
opportunity for students to learn about the hardships faced by those less fortunate. This year, as in previous years, 
students were asked to donate 10 items, which included, foods, gift cards, blankets and toiletries. The items were all 
collected by the Parramatta Mission and were then distributed by Vinnie’s, The Jesuit Refugee Service and Mission 
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Australia to the many people who find themselves homeless. 

A night like this could not run if it was not for the generous  donation of time offered by staff. To that end, I’d like to thank 
Mr Gabrael, Miss Eskander, Ms Abel, Mrs Padden, Miss Nelson, Miss Craddock-Lovett and Mrs Hay for coming along 
throughout the night and offering help with supervision and for joining in with the students on the fun. Special thanks to 
Mr Hornby and Ms Andrews for helping with the setup before and throughout the evening and then for staying until late 
to help supervise. Also to Mr Paton, who  helped with the setup, was in and out through the night to check on things, and  
also for coming back to do the lockup at 7.30 am the next morning. Finally to Miss Basha, who kindly stayed overnight 
to help supervise, it was a cold and sleepless night, but the kids definitely appreciated her generosity and presence.

Students are encouraged to learn more about social justice initiatives being offered at the college. The Sleep Out will 
occur again next year, and it is hoped that the number of students participating will continue to grow.

Mr D. Moussa
Youth Ministry Co-ordinator

Sport
MCS GOLF

On Thursday, 23rd August seven students represented the College in the MCS Golf tournament, which was played 
at Glenmore Heritage Valley Golf Club Mulgoa. 

Students aged 12 or 13 (Caleb Bonara and Samuel Reece) played 9 holes, whilst the older students (Riley Bradicich, 
Ethan Lee, Hamish McAulay, Thomas Reicher and William Reece) played the full 18 holes. Students described the 
course as long, difficult and very dry due to the lack of rain over the past 4 months. 

Samuel Reece scored 3 over par which placed him in 2nd position in the 13 Years age group whilst William Reece 
scored 11 over par which enabled him to win the 15 Years age group.
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Our 14 Years age group consisting of Riley Bradicich, Ethan Lee and Hamish McAulay placed second as a team and 
Thomas Reicher and William Reece who represented the College in the 15 Years age group also came second as a 
team.

The final results were:

Under 13 Years age group (3rd Place overall):  Samuel Reece placed 2nd and Caleb Bonora 13th

Under 14 Years age group (3rd Place overall):  Hamish McAulay placed 7th, Ethan Lee 5th and Riley Bradicich 12th. 

Under 15 Years age group (3rd Place overall): William Reece placed 1st and Thomas Reicher 6th.
Mr S. D’Arcy

Manager

PDSSSC DANCE COMPETITION 

Ellie- May Standen

On Friday 24th of August, my day started with at 5.00am wake up to get my hair, makeup and dance costume on. 
Competing at the Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Theatre in Penrith, for the Eighth Annual Parramatta Dioceses 
Secondary Sports Council Dance Competition alongside 12 other schools. As an individual representing the students at 
St Patrick’s Marist Dundas, I was very much welcomed by the PDSSSC Executive Officer Chris Anschau. 

The day ran very smoothly due to all the helpers and the excellent judging of Alisha. I was very grateful to be able to be 
judged by Alisha Jane Coon as her reputation is very respected in the dance industry. At 12.00 Noon, I was called onto 
the stage to compete my solo and I was very appreciate of the other schools support and encouragement whilst I was 
dancing.  At 2.00pm once all the schools had finished all their amazing solos and group dances it came to the award 
ceremony. I was very honoured to represent St Patrick’s Marist College and was grateful to place second out of many 
great competitors in the Junior Solo section. 

I had a fantastic day and I would like to thank Mrs Pavlovich for her time and help with my application, to represent St 
Patrick’s Marist to perform my passion for dance.



Walkathon 2018

The first Marist Brothers arrived in Australia on the ‘Star of Peace’ on 21st February, 1872.  On the 8th April, 1872, school commenced  
at St Patrick’s. Our Newsletter is named, ‘Star of Peace’, as it too, hopefully, brings peace and good news to our community.
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1NAPLAN Online – Fact sheet for parents and carers
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Fact sheet for parents and carers
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual 
national assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. Planning has begun to move 
NAPLAN from a pen and paper assessment to an online assessment.

What are the benefits of NAPLAN 
Online?
Results will be faster and more precise

• Your child’s individual results will be returned to you within
just a few weeks of the NAPLAN testing.

• Online assessment will reduce the time it takes to mark and
provide feedback to schools, teachers and parents.

• Improved precision and timing of results will help teachers
to tailor their teaching more specifically to address students’
learning needs.

Tailored tests will provide better assessment 

• The online format allows for ‘tailored testing’, where the
test adapts to a student’s performance and asks questions
that match their achievement level.

• Students in each year level start with the same set of
questions which can then branch into a different set of
questions based on their responses to the first set of
questions.

• This means that students will be directed to questions that
may be easier or more challenging depending on their
responses.

• This test design will allow students to better demonstrate
their literacy and numeracy skills.

• Students find online assessment is more engaging*, which
means they are encouraged to persist longer and try harder.

* Research by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting
Authority (ACARA) into online assessment has shown that students

have engaged well with electronic tests.

NAPLAN Online School 
Readiness Test
NSW schools will participate in a school readiness 
test between  August and  September .

The school readiness test is a ‘practice run’ for schools to 
assess their technology ahead of NAPLAN Online. The 
readiness test is not an assessment of student ability. The 
readiness test allows schools to:

• become familiar with the NAPLAN Online test format and
processes

• check whether they have the technical capacity, rooms and
devices to administer NAPLAN Online

• provide students in NAPLAN years 3, 5, 7 and 9 with the
opportunity to experience the online test question types
and format by completing a practice NAPLAN online test.

For more information 
Parents, students and schools interested in familiarising 
themselves with the NAPLAN Online format can access 
the NAPLAN Online demonstration site that includes 
sample tests for each NAPLAN year. Use the following link:

http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/
naplan-online/naplan-online-public-
demonstration-site

Further information about NAPLAN Online is available 
on the national ACARA website: 

http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/
naplan-online

Contact your school principal or visit the ACARA NAP 
website for more detailed information:

http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/online-
assessment.html 
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Frequently asked questions
Which students will participate in the NAPLAN 
Online School Readiness Test?

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will participate. 

How should I prepare my child for the NAPLAN 
Online School Readiness Test?

Your child will not need any academic preparation for the 
school readiness test. This is not a test of their literacy and 
numeracy skills, but an opportunity for them to experience 
the online test format and for their school to assess its online 
testing capability. 

How long is the school readiness test?

The school readiness test is expected to include two 
assessments: a writing assessment* and a combined 
numeracy/literacy assessment. The duration of each 
assessment will be approximately 40 minutes. 

* Year 3 students will only be expected to complete the 
combined numeracy/literacy assessment.

When will my school participate in the readiness 
test?

One week within the test period in August and September will 
be identified for each school to conduct readiness testing.

How will students be prevented from using the 
internet or spellcheckers when completing the test?

The NAPLAN Online assessment platform will have state-of-
the-art security protections. The assessment is delivered inside 
a locked-down browser. This ensures students cannot access 
the internet or spellcheckers while completing the test.

Will schools and parents be provided with 
information on the results of the readiness test?

There will be feedback to schools about the technical 
information gained from the readiness testing. There will be 
no reporting of student test results from the readiness test.
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ATTENDANCE CONFERENCE - INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 
In NSW school attendance is compulsory for children over the age of six years until the age 
of 17 years. Students must complete Year 10 and after Year 10, until they turn 17 years of 
age, students must be:  

● in school or registered for home schooling, or  
● in approved education or training (e.g. TAFE, traineeship, apprenticeship)  
● in full-time, paid employment (average 25 hours per week) or in a combination of 

work, education and/or training  
 
Where a student has recurring numbers of unexplained or unacceptable absences from 
school and school based strategies have been unable to restore regular attendance, parents 
and sometimes their child are required to attend an attendance conference. The conference 
is organised by the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta and will be run by a trained 
conference convener.  
 
The purpose of the conference is for the school, parents, student (depending on their age) 
and other identified agencies to further identify issues which are impacting on your child’s 
attendance and to reach an agreement under which they will regularly attend school.  
 
The outcome of an attendance conference is for the parties to agree to undertake certain 
actions to improve the child’s attendance. These actions are agreed in writing and signed in 
the form of undertakings. 
 
Compulsory schooling order  
If previous attempts to resolve the issue of a child’s attendance are not successful, legal 
compliance can be sought through an application to the Children’s Court for a Compulsory 
Schooling Order. The aim is to assist a family and/or child to address the issues preventing 
satisfactory school attendance. This has the added enforcement of a Court’s powers.  
 
Prosecution  
If all attempts by schools, the Catholic Education Office and DEC regional support staff fail to 
improve a child’s attendance, action can be taken in the Local Court with the result of fines 
being imposed up to a maximum of $11,000.  

 
Further information: Further information is available from:  
Catholic Education Commission policy and information http: www.cecnsw.catholic.edu.au - 
search ‘student attendance’ or htttp://bit.ly/zdLonM  
 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 
http:www.schools.nsw.edu.au/leavingschool/index.php  

Do you need an interpreter?
Interpreting services are provided where possible for parents and carers who 
do not speak or understand English well and for Deaf parents and carers who 
use sign language. For more information on interpreter services contact your 
school or phone the Telephone Interpreter Service and have them contact the 
school. The telephone number to ring is 131 450. Ask for an interpreter in the 
required language and the interpreter will call the school and stay on the line 
to assist you with your conversation. You will not be charged for this service.
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ST MARY’S YOUTH GROUP
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DO YOU KNOW
AN EXCELLENT 

EDUCATOR?

NEED MORE INFORMATION?  
Email neita@asg.com.au 

call 1800 624 487 or visit asg.com.au/nominate 

What are you waiting for? NOMINATE TODAY at asg.com.au/nominate  
NOMINATIONS CLOSE THURSDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2018. 

NOMINATIONS 
ARE NOW OPEN 
FOR THE 2018 
ASG NATIONAL 
EXCELLENCE 
IN TEACHING 
AWARDS
Since its establishment in 
1994, NEiTA has awarded 3,500 
exceptional teachers and 
leaders with over $1 million 
dollars in grants and prizes. 

Nominations for the National 
Excellence in Teaching Awards 
are judged on examples of one 
or more of the following areas:
• Outstanding leadership
• Expert knowledge
• Exemplary & innovative  

teaching practice
• Professional engagement with 

colleagues, parents, carers  
& the community 

ASG understands that the greatest resource in 
Australian schools is our teachers. For 24 years, 
the National Excellence in Teaching Awards have 
provided communities with the opportunity to formally 
recognise and thank outstanding teachers and leaders 
working within Early Learning Centres, Primary, 
Secondary or Special Schools. 

Now it’s your turn – tell us all about your inspirational 
teacher! The 12 winners across each category will 
receive a $5,000 grant and be flown in to attend a 
special awards event in Melbourne.

Who can nominate an excellent teacher?  
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Free OzTag for Girls
MEADOWBANK OR CARLINGFORD JUNIOR COMPETITIONS

Under 6 - Under 18

Time slots  4.50/5.30/6.05pm

Tuesday commencing 4th September - Meadowbank Park 

Wednesday commencing 5th September - Carlingford High School

Any girl can play and receive free registration for this season valued at $70.00 but you must be playing in an all-girls 
team

Sign up as an individual or a whole team, 8 players on the field

We also have the boys and mixed competition but there is no free rego for this unfortunately but they are more 
than welcome to join us!

Contact Simone 0414431190  or meadowbankoztag@yahoo.com.au


