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From the Principal

KEY DATES
Friday, 28th September, 2018 
Last Day Term 3

Thursday, 4th October, 2018 
India Immersion Departs

Monday, 15th October, 2018 
Term 4 Commences

Tuesday, 16th October, 2018 
Year 7, 2019 Orientation

Thursday, 18th October, 2018 
HSC Examinations Commence

Monday, 22nd October, 2018 
Year 9 Camp
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This week we celebrated our Year 12 Graduation day. It started with a fantastic 
breakfast, followed by Year 12’s last year group assembly, an emotional walk through 
the school being cheered on by staff and students before celebrating Mass together. 
I have attended many Year 12 Graduation Masses over the years; ours here at St 
Patrick’s Marist stands out as a truly moving experience. As I watched our Year 12 
students up on the balconies surrounding us with their candles lit, it not only exemplified 
the coming to an end of their Marist journey but the wonderful family spirit here at 
the College. To complete the night we celebrated each student’s achievements at 
St Joseph’s College Hunters Hill, it was a wonderful evening enjoyed by all and a 
fitting way to conclude the academic life of our students. I thank the many staff and 
students who helped to make the day so successful and memorable. A special thank 
you to Guy and Tanya Centrone for giving the parent response. They have had four 
children through the College and while they leave our St Patrick’s Marist community 
this year,  their family will always be a part of our Marist community. We wish them 
and all our families leaving our College all the very best. 

I dedicate this newsletter to our Graduates of 2018 and share a few of my reflections 
on the class of 2018. The way that they presented themselves and moved through 
the day and evening was validation of what we know and have verbalised about this 
group of young men and women. “They are an outstanding example of what we hope 
a Marist Graduate should be”. Their involvements have been wide ranging and they 
have left us with a great legacy for younger students to follow.

They have been positive, supportive, generous, hardworking and thoughtful. 
Generous of spirit, compassionate in service and they have always shown loyalty 
and kindness. They are now part of that wonderful tapestry, forever a part of the heart 
of St Patrick’s Marist College Dundas

I thank Mr Belcher our Year 12 Leader of Learning Pastoral. He has been an advocate, 
and a tremendous support, working tirelessly along with the Homeroom Patrons to 
ensure that the last two years have been as painless as possible.
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The Mission of Marist schools is to lead young people in the way of Mary, to know and love God  
in the belief that they all can become good Christians and good Citizens.
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I thank the teachers who have been relentless in their pursuit of our Year 12 student’s success, they have pushed them 
when needed, recognised when a gentle hand was required and who along with our parents have understood that 
forming them as young Marists, in the way of Mary, with strong minds and gentle hearts has been at the core of our work. 
I take a moment to thank the pre-school and primary school teachers who played a fundamental role in the outstanding 
young people that Year 12 students have become.

I wish Year 12 all the very best in their preparations for their HSC.

This week we have had our Year 11 Drama and Music Performance Evening. I would like to congratulate each student 
on their outstanding efforts and to thank your teachers, Ms Andrews, Mr Heffernan, Mrs Lyons and Ms Greenlees for 
their hard work, dedication and commitment to their students.

As we continue to plan for 2019 we would greatly appreciate you letting us know if your sons or daughters will be leaving 
the College at the end of the year. 

We have had few late enrolment applications for Year 7 next year from existing siblings. As we already have a waiting 
list, can you please contact the College urgently if you require a place.

I remind everyone that school commences for all students on Monday the 15th October.

Have a safe and happy holiday

Yours In Jesus, Mary and Marcellin.

Mrs Angela Hay
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Assistant Principal
Mission and Wellbeing
INDIA IMMERSION

On Wednesday the 12th of September, our India Immersion students and their families took part in a Commissioning 
Ceremony for their upcoming trip in October. The night consisted of a communal liturgy and then a shared meal together. 
This was our final preparation meeting and our pilgrims are ready for the experience! Bring on October 4!

Mr J. Hornby
India Immersion Leader
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Instructional Leader / Learning Coach
NAPLAN

It’s NAPLAN results time of year once again! 

With the overall ‘School Performance’ function released to schools on 
Thursday 13th September. This year, the results package moved from 
the previously used web based platform, SMART, to the newly updated 
platform of ‘SCOUT’. Unfortunately this transition has not been a smooth 
one and full functionality has not been available to schools. To date we 
have had access to the ‘School Performance’ application only and it is the 
only area analysed at this stage. 

As a result, I conducted a 5 year analysis of school performance (from 
2014-2018 inclusive) across all of the five domains tested through 
NAPLAN; Numeracy, Literacy (Grammar and Punctuation, Reading, 
Spelling and Writing). This analysis has revealed considerable 
improvement in our 2018 literacy data when compared across all 
previous four years. From 2017 to 2018 alone, there has been a 8% 
improvement in literacy, however even greater growth of 12.1% when 
compared across all five years. When delving deeper into the literacy 
data, Grammar and Punctuation experienced the highest growth of 
10.1% in 2018 when compared with all the previous years’ analysed. 
This growth in literacy is significant and highly pleasing, providing yet 
another body of evidence to support the strategic teaching and learning 
directions of the College. 

Ms K. Maish
Instructional Leader / Learning Coach

Parents’ & Friends’
It has been a wonderful Term 3 with many things happening in the life of the P&F.  We are very grateful for this community 
and the servant hearts of our volunteers who generously give of their time and resources.

2018 Trivia Night

Lights, Camera, Action! Our movie themed Trivia Night was a wonderful celebration of our community coming together.  
A big thank you to all who supported this event in various ways.  As a result, we were able to raise $5,500 for the College.  
We had over 150 people enjoy a fun and interactive night which was led by our Trivia Master Anton Arathoon.  The 
student volunteers made a huge difference in helping the night run so smoothly. Thank you to all those who attended 
and went out of their way to dress up in movie themes and characters.  

Father’s Day Breakfast

The P&F was privileged to partner with the College in hosting a breakfast to celebrate the Fathers that are part of our 
College community.  It was great to see so many Dads attending this event with their kids.

Term 4 P&F Meeting

Our last meeting for this year will be on Wednesday 28th November at 7.30pm in the College staff room.  We will have 
a short P&F meeting followed by drinks and nibbles to celebrate a great year.  All are welcome however RSVPs are 
essential to pandfstpatsdundas@gmail.com for catering purposes.

We hope you and your families enjoy the school holidays.

See you in Term 4!
St Patrick’s Marist P&F Executive
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Pastoral
YEAR 11 

As the term draws to a close I thought it would be fitting to let Year 11 students and their parents know of the different 
events which will occur during Term 4. 

It is important to assist students in building strong foundations for their own wellbeing and encourage students to feel 
connected as a year group, empowered to do their best and give students many opportunities to grow. 

These particularly presentations have been selected to assist students in developing further their own wellbeing as they 
begin their final year of schooling. 

19th October - HopeFull Institute:  A seminar that shifts individual thinking and inspires students to navigate the 
complexity of contemporary society. 

26th October - Sleep Connection Session 1:  A presentation that explores the impact a lack of sleep has on adolescence. 
This presentation will create an awareness of the effect lack of sleep has on students, their emotional and mental health 
and how they can shift this. 

7th November - Presentation from Kate Fitzsimmons:  A presentation that focuses on building resilience, positive self 
talk and reframe negative mindset. 

12th November - 16th November - Retreat :  A reminder for all students to return their permission note and medical form 
to their Homeroom Patron as soon as possible. 

21st November - Sleep Connection Session 2:  Wishing Year 11 a safe and relaxing holiday and look forward to 
working with them as they begin Year 12. 

(More Information on the Sleep Connection session attached.)
Miss C. Mollace 

Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 11
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YEAR 10

Senior Ties Girls Dresses:  From the start of Term 4, all Year 10 males will be required to wear the new Senior Tie 
with their normal uniform. The tie can be purchased from the College Administration office at a cost of $20. All females 
will be allowed to wear the new senior summer dress once supplies arrive in store at Lowes, Carlingford, .

Immunisation Notes:  All students are required to return the Immunisation Health Check statements to their 
Homeroom Patrons as soon as possible.

Upcoming Important Dates for Year 10:

Students are reminded they need to be in attendance at school every day until the official end of school, unless leave 
has been approved by College Principal, Mrs Hay.

7th November: Guest speaker presentation on Resilience

19th to 23rd November: Year 10 Examinations

27th to 28th November: Year 10 Careers Conference and mock job interviews

29th November: “All My Own Work” modules that are a mandatory requirement from N.E.S.A. for any student doing 
Year 11 next year.

30th November: Year 10 Pastoral day (casual clothing)

3rd December: No classes in the day and Harbour Cruise at night. 

There will be a note about these events issued to students shortly.
Mr D. Bonora

Pastoral Leader of Learning -Year 10

YEAR 9

Holiday Best Wishes

Wish all of Year 9 a safe a peaceful  well earned break. A reminder that all summer uniform expectations are in place 
when they return for Term 4. Haircut, makeup and jewellery standards are the same as all times of the year. 

Year 9 Camp

Attached to this newsletter is a copy of the Year 9 Camp letter and medical forms that must be completed and submitted 
to Homeroom Patrons prior to camp.

Mr D. Berner 
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 9

YEAR 8

As we come to the final week of Term 3, Year 8 can breathe a collective sigh of relief as their assessment commitments 
have come to an end and the finish line for this very busy term is in sight. This is my last newsletter as Leader of Learning 
Pastoral as Mr Paul Quigley will be returning in Term 4 to resume his position, after being away on long service leave. 
I would like to thank all the Home Room Patrons for making my time as Leader of Learning Pastoral so enjoyable and 
also to recognise all the hard work and commitment they show towards their students. Lastly to the Year 8 students, I 
hope you all have a wonderful and successful end to your year, I have enjoyed getting to know you as a year group and 
wish you all a peaceful and well earned holiday.

Mr P. Sheppard
Pastoral Leader of Learning - Year 8
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YEAR 7 

Week 9’s Pastoral Care lesson saw Year 7 students nominating 
themselves to represent their homeroom in various subjects of 
school trivia. Students showed the wealth of knowledge they 
have in different subject areas and also how persistent they were 
in some fun challenges they faced. Well done to 7 Paul as the 
overall winners. 

Congratulations to Year 7 for successfully navigating their way 
through their first three terms of high school. Students are 
reminded that Term 4 requires the summer uniform as per the 
College diary. I wish all students and their families a happy and 
safe holidays. See you in Term 4

Mr. Jared Hornby
Year 7 Leader of Learning - Pastoral

Library
Our school participated in the first SunSafe Student Ambassador Program on Friday. This is a new initiative by 
Melanoma Institute Australia that aims to raise awareness of melanoma and the importance of sun safety. Our school’s 
representatives, Amy Giri, Isabella Schembri-Green, and Eve Watson, were educated by a dermatologist, a melanoma 
survivor, and a presentation skills expert. They were given a behind-the-scenes tour of the Institute. Students have 
crafted their own sun safe presentation which they will give to their fellow students during Term 4 to educate on early 
detection of melanoma and the importance of sun safety.

Ms S. Thompson
Teacher Librarian

Key Learning
HISTORY

Bred Hunt Vietnam Incursion

On Friday, the 14th of september, year 10 had an incursion that was hosted by the son of Frankie who kicked a landmine 
in the the song ‘ I was only 19’, Brett Hunt. The incursion involved Brett and his guitar courageously telling the stories of 
his dad, (a Vietnam Veteran) his dad’s friends and his families experiences through the art of music. Hunt dramatically 
staged the actions that had taken place in the vietnam war and how these actions affected his family life after the war.

The play starts off with Francis Hunt, Brett’s father, asking his parents to sign a permission form to join the army. Bretts 
whole family had a part in war. Brett describes the emotions of his father throughout the war, how every second in 
vietnam the soldiers were scared, restless and anxious. Francis watched many of his closest mate die in front of his 
eyes, men that saved his life minutes before. An experience like this is bound to haunt anybody, but this man was strong 
enough to tell his story and we are privileged as year 10 History students to gain an insight and know first hand what 
these soldiers did for our country, even though they didn’t get the recognition they deserved at the time.  

Brett Hunt was an excellent storyteller, his way of explaining the impact the vietnam war had on soldiers and their families 
was engaging and educational. Brett opened the eyes of many students, illustrating the importance of Australia’s history, 
and how it affected the participant such as his father. 

Raymond Raad 
Year 10 Historian.
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STEM

On Thursday the 20th of September, 10 STEM along with several other schools went to the International Convention 
Centre which held the Australian Engineering Conference (AEC). The goal of the AEC was for the exhibitionists to show 
off their progress on their latest work. Whereas AEC’s other goal was for the students to learn and gain insight in the 
field of engineering. Many stands were found across ICC that provided information on specific engineering topics. These 
topics went from 3D printing to small F1 car models that the class has been working on. For example, the mixed reality 
exhibit allowed visitors to experience the virtual world along with the real world at the same time. While the drone exhibit 
for example informed us of a new method of saving people in the sea. This involved a drone that will detect any danger 
and drop specific necessities (First aid, water and portable defibrillators) to increase survival. This drone has shown to 
have decreased the amount of accidents and danger over the past 2 years it has been used. The 3D printing exhibit 
showcased how the 3D printers have evolved significantly in which they can now produce moving designs. This meant 
that tools and parts like the wrench and a ball bearings can be easily made of plastic.

Julius Palmon
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Youth Ministry
CHRIST THE KING FAIR

This past Saturday, our Social Justice Prefects and members of the Chance for Change group, volunteered their time 
at the Christ The King Spring Fair, one of our local primary schools. The group operated the hot chips stall, one of the 
most popular attractions of the day. Our students are always keen to get involved with the local community and share 
their sense of family spirit. For many of our volunteers, they were giving back to their former primary school. Well done 
to all involved on a great day.

Mr D. Moussa
Youth Ministry Co-ordinator

Sport 

MCCS OPENS GIRLS SOCCER 
Grand Final - Winners! 

The MCCS Opens Soccer team played their final against 
Catherine McAuley. The girls played great football and 
took the lead early with great lead up play which resulted 
in Annalise Schiraldi scoring the opener. Catherine 
McAuley came back and scored shortly after and before 
half time, after great lead up play by Laura, Monique, 
Sophie and Olivia, Annalise scored again with some 
great individual skill. Josie, Priya, Emilia and Monique 
Bovino kept the back line strong and kept McAuley’s 
attack to the minimum. With 10 minutes left, Annalise 
completed her hat-trick with a superb top corner finish 
from 20 meters out. Score ended 3-1 and the girls 
claiming the title. 

Overall, the season was a success and the girls always 
played with passion and respect. Congratulations to all 
girls who played and special mention to the Year 12 girls 
Monique Bovino, Monique Fallico, Sophie Hunter, Olivia 
Bailey and Annalise Schiraldi who played their last game 
for the College. 

Mr Gabrael,
Coach
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CCC ATHLETICS

Congratulations to Monique Brown, Takoda Cheng, Daniel Lipton, Daniel Menin, Thea Prasetya, Sehan Samaragunarathna 
and Madison Sloane who represented the College at the CCC Athletics Championships on Friday 21st Septemeber. The 
students represented the College well and we had some excellent results on the day. Congratulations to Monique Brown 
who placed 1st in 13 Years Girls Javelin, Madison Sloane who placed 1st in 16 Years Girls Shot Put and Daniel Menin 
who placed 1st in 16 Years Boys Javelin and 2nd in 16 Years Boys Discus. Extremely well done and we hope to see more 
of your achievements in the future!

Mrs D. Pavlovich
Sport Co-ordinator

MCCS SENIOR BASKETBALL - 2018 PREMIERS

ST PATRICK’S MARIST  (38)  Defeated  BETHLEHEM (37)

In a frantic last 60 seconds, both sides missed shots which could have changed the result, but finally Madison Sloane 
pulled in a defensive rebound and outletted the ball to April Purdon, who managed to dribble the ball down the court and 
retained possession long enough to run the clock down.  

The girls were ecstactic over their performance in not only beating the only undefeated team in the competition, but the 
way they had turned a 14 point deficit into a thrilling one point win. Their rendition of Sub Tuum after the game was sung 
with great passion and showed their pride in the College and in each other in never giving up when the chips were down 
and the going got tough.   Well done on a fantastic premiership victory.  

Mr T. Lower 
Coach 

In an amazing Grand Final the girls 
proved that a game is never over until 
the final whistle blows.  Throughout 
the first half both sides exchanged the 
lead but shortly before half time our 
defensive intensity fell away and this 
allowed Bethlehem to take a ten point 
lead into the break.

Early in the second half we found 
ourselves 14 points behind when 
Bethlehem called a time out. It was 
at this point that we changed our 
defence to a full court, man on man 
press, knowing that this was our 
only hope to get back into the game. 
Bethlehem were unable to handle the 
increased defensive pressure and with 
numerous baskets by Sarah Brown, 
we slowly clawed our way closer on 
the score board. With just one minute 
left on the clock we hit the lead.
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Dear Parents, 

 
On Wednesday 26th October Lisa Maltman from The Sleep Connection will be presenting the 
“Sleep for Better Health, Resilience and Performance” message to the year 11 students. Lisa will 
then run a follow up workshop after your child has completed a sleep diary and workbook. 

The rationale for the program is that approximately 70% of teenagers are sleep deprived. This is 
having significant consequences on many areas of their lives such as: 

• Learning and academic performance: sleep helps concentration and motivation along with 
consolidation and strengthening of new information and memories.  

• Emotional and mental health: studies show students who are sleep deprived are more likely 
to suffer from depression, anxiety, negative body image and low self-esteem. 

• Behaviour and decision making: sleep deprivation affects decision making capacity, has a 
negative effect on behaviour and relationships, and increases risk of accidents.   

• Body systems: sleep deprivation affects children’s physical growth, brain development, 
immune system and plays a key role in weight gain. 

 
The aims of the program include: 

• Creating an awareness of the current level of sleep deprivation among students and the effect 
this is having on all aspects of their lives. 
 

• Empowering students with the knowledge, practical strategies and tools to make informed 
decisions regarding their sleep health. 
 

• Providing information to students and parents regarding options for those who may require 
professional help. 

Your child will be coming home with a workbook including information you may find helpful. If you 
would like more information on the program, along with helpful tips and resources for parents 
please visit: Program Overview and The Sleep Connection. 

If you would like to join your child in completing a sleep diary to relate more to the information and 
gain a picture of your own sleep health, then you are welcome to print one from The Sleep 
Connection-Sleep Diary. 

 
Kind Regards,  
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19 September, 2018

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Each year the students in Year Nine attend a camp at which they complete a range of educational and recreational 
activities. The camp is an opportunity for students to engage in a range of activities and to get to know their peers, 
teachers and themselves a little better in a different environment. Details of these activities will be published toward 
the end of this term. Our purpose in sending this letter is to give advance notice of the timing and to ask for relevant 
information regarding your child’s safety and medical requirements. 

The camp will be held at the Great Aussie Bush Camp, run by Outdoor Education Australia Pty Ltd. The College has 
used this venue for a number of years and our experience has always been a pleasant one. The camp will take place in 
Week 2 of Term Four, 22nd  October- 24th October. The Camp’s website is http://www.bushcamp.com.au/

The cost of the camp has been included in this years school fees so there will be no additional charge to you. 

We remind all students that this is a compulsory school outing.

Attached are THREE forms to be completed and returned to the College with payment in a labelled envelope. These 
forms must be completed and no student will be allowed to attend the camp without having returned them to the college 
by the due date. 
1. Medical and Consent Form        
2. Current Medication/Dietary Form   
3. Parent or Guardian Consent/Activity Restrictions 
The activities student will be participating in will come from the following list:
• Sea Kayaking   Flat water Kayak. 
• Archery    Carefully instructed with modern equipment
• Giant Swing   15metre harnessed pendulum swing
• Commando Challenge  Night activity under spotlight
• Leap of faith     10 metre harnessed climb and jump
• Lost (Mud World)  Teamwork challenge obstacle course
• Snorkeling                     Still water snorkeling 
• Night Challenge              Night activity team challenges
Students will receive more detailed information regarding the camp closer to the date of the camp. However it is 
essential that the three forms attached are completed and returned to the College with payment,

Yours faithfully
Mr David Berner
Year 9 Leader of Learning – Pastoral

*  Please tear at the dotted line and return to your homeroom patron with other relevant forms

………........................................…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Dietary Requirements
 Name:…………………………………………….

 Homeroom:……………………………………..

 Allergies:………………………………………..

Please indicate if your son/daughter has any dietary requirements in the space provided below:

……….......................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………….......................................………………………………………………………………………………………………

……….......................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………….......................................………………………………………………………………………………………………

 

Father’s Day Prayer Liturgy and Breakfast 
 

25th June, 2018 
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
As a core focus of our Marist community and spirituality is the person of Mary, the mother of Jesus 
and the first disciple. Mary’s response to Jesus is what we seek to model as both staff and students 
reflecting our Marist charism that was inspired by St Marcellin Champagnat. As a parent, Mary 
experienced the joys, blessings, challenges and hardships of any parent. It is this journey of 
parenthood that we celebrate on Father’s Day as sons and daughters. 
 
We would like to invite you, especially the Fathers and Grandfathers, and significant role models of 
our College community to join us in a special Father’s Day Liturgy and Breakfast here at the College. It 
is hoped your son and/or daughter will also join you to celebrate this with us as well. 
 
The Liturgy will be held at the Chapel of Mary our Good Mother at the College on Friday 31st August 
at 7:30am. Following on from our prayer, we will come together for breakfast in the  
La Valla Centre. We are fortunate this year to have the P&F cater for our Father’s Day breakfast. To 
assist with catering could you please indicate below if you have any special dietary requirements. All 
attendees will have the opportunity to share this breakfast with their daughter or son who will be in 
attendance as well. 
 
We look forward to you joining us on this day and celebrating the gift and blessings of fatherhood. 
You can RSVP by either returning the slip below to the front office or by emailing me at 
mpaton@parra.catholic.edu.au by the 22nd August.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mr. M. Paton 
Assistant Principal  
Mission & Wellbeing 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Father’s Day Prayer Breakfast 
 
I / we will be attending the Father’s Day Prayer Breakfast on the 31st August at 7:30am. 
 
Parent/Guardian name/s:…………………………………………………….. 
 
My son/daughter’s name: …….……………………… Homeroom:…………………… 
 
Special Dietary Requirements: 

 

151 Kirby Street, Dundas NSW 2117  •  Telephone (02) 8841 7900  •  Facsimile (02) 8841 7999

Email:  stpatsdundas@parra.catholic.edu.au  •  Website:  www.stpatsdundas.catholic.edu.au
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The first Marist Brothers arrived in Australia on the ‘Star of Peace’ on 21st February, 1872.  On the 8th April, 1872, school commenced  
at St Patrick’s. Our Newsletter is named, ‘Star of Peace’, as it too, hopefully, brings peace and good news to our community.

Graduation Day
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CARNIVAL

Fancy yourself as another  
Patty Mills . . . Matthew Dellavedova . . . Ben Simmons?  

  

Head down to Ryde X Sports and sink some hoops in the Bulls Basketball SPRING 3 on 3 Carnival 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 14 
9am - 4pm 

$25 per player or $90 per 4 man team (can enter with 3 though) 
FREE BULLS WATER BOTTLE FOR ALL PLAYERS 

U12 Boys to Open Men/U12 and U14 girls/Over 40 unisex (c’mon parents, you know you want to play!!!) 

Loads of great prizes, basketball games and competitions, chill out zones, and surprise guests!! 

Team numbers are limited so get in quickly!!  If you don’t have a team . . . we are happy to match you up! 
Entries now open . . . please go to our website and register on the link on the home page 

or email michelle@innerwestbulls.com for more information.


